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Inside this issue you will find what is happening 
this month with Committee Reports, general 
information and a wee bit of humour too.  We 
welcome your articles and will be more than 
glad to insert them in future issues.   
 

Thanks to those who have submitted in the past.  Anyone wishing to contribute to the 
Branch Line please submit your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com. 
 
Our Branch elections were held on Tuesday, April 1, 2025.  See inside this edition for 
your new Executive for the coming term.  We congratulate the new members and thank 
the previous Executive for their service. 
 
Wishing all our readers a Happy Easter with family and friends.  Good Friday falls on 
April 18th and Easter is celebrated on April 20th.   
 
And to Earth Day which is an annual celebration on April 22nd that honors the 
achievements of the environmental movement and raises awareness of the need to 
protect Earths natural resources for future generations.  
 
All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your 
friends and join in the comradeship. 
 

 
If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at Branch340newsletter@gmail.com 

Accessible formats are available upon request 
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The next General Meeting will be Tuesday, May 6, 2025.  We look 
forward to seeing you and thank you for supporting your Branch. 
 
Reminder, that without a quorum at the General Meetings the 
Executive is unable to ratify any of the Motions that need approval. 
 
Executive Committee 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

President’s Report 

 
We had a very successful year and our finances are in good shape.  I was 
honoured to represent our Branch at all the conventions that were held so far 
during this term. 
 
I would like to thank this year’s Executive for a job well done and I wish them all 
the best for the next term. 
 
Last but not least I would like to thank all the volunteers who come out to help at 
the Branch events throughout the year. 
 
 

President Robert Harrison 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
 

 
 
PARAPROSDOKIANS are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence is unexpected. Winston 
Churchill loved them........Some examples: 
   

 If there's a will, I want to be in it. 

 Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

 If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

 War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 

 Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

 They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you why it isn't. 

 

mailto:bnrshow@eastlink.ca
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Hall Rental 

 

It is with much regret that Bernie Ribey has resigned from the position of Hall 
Rental Chair.  With our Ladies Auxiliary handing in their charter, it left a big void to 
fill our hall rentals, especially when dealing with lunches and dinners. 
 
Bernie stepped up to the plate and did an excellent job of pulling together a caterer 
and volunteer help to assist with all the events. 
 
Thank you to Bernie and all the volunteers for helping our Branch and we hope to 
continue leaning on you when it is needed for an event. 
 

 
In the interim, hall rental information and bookings can be directed to the Legion office at 519 832-2903 or 
branch340@eastlink.ca  
 

 
 

 

Honours & Awards  

 
 

Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an important 
part of the Honours & Awards Chair.   
 
When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of ensuring our 
Branch functions continue, we build strong and continuous relationships, and we 
build a stronger Branch. 
 
If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please contact 
me with this members particulars and the Honours & Awards Committee will 
evaluate the nomination. 
 

 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Honours & Awards Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 

 

 
 

 
 

  

mailto:branch340@eastlink.ca
mailto:thjacques@bmts.com
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Membership Report 

 
 

Please use one of the options below and get your 2025 membership dues taken 
care of:  
 

1. On-line by going to Legion.ca on the computer 

2. Come into the Branch when we are open (3 – 8 pm Monday to Saturday) 

3. Contact me at bellcr@bmts.com to make other arrangements. 

 

 

 

Cde Craig Bell 
Membership Chair 
bellcr@bmts.com 
 

 

 
 

 

Last Post 
 

 

 

Chris Kemp  Ordinary 
 

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,  
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN, 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

 

 

 

Lines that work for lines of work... 

A sign in a Shoe Repair Shop in Vancouver reads: 
We will heel you. We will save your sole. We will even dye for you. 
 
A sign on a Blinds and Curtain Truck:  Blind man driving. 

 
In a Podiatrist's office: Time wounds all heels. 

 
In a Veterinarian's waiting room:  "Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay! 

At the Electric Company:  We would be delighted if you send in your payment on time, 
however, if you don't, YOU will be de-lighted. 

At an Optometrist's Office: "If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to 

the right place." 

mailto:bellcr@bmts.com
http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=457&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4GZAG_enCA447CA449&biw=979&bih=388&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsl&tbnid=kCYPjxT_dDD-ZM:&imgrefurl=http://daystillinmind.blogspot.com/2012/05/connect-to-your-guardian-angel.html&docid=Ug4kprWom7RZtM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fbD5h-V70zc/T7rpnxVzM9I/AAAAAAAAAZc/QTfmQExMX68/s1600/guardian-angels-2.jpg&w=650&h=519&ei=f8OLUOSWCofi0gGk9YGIDA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=903&sig=107718119091148497313&page=33&tbnh=131&tbnw=163&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:61,s:400,i:187&tx=92&ty=72
http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=457&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4GZAG_enCA447CA449&biw=979&bih=388&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsl&tbnid=kCYPjxT_dDD-ZM:&imgrefurl=http://daystillinmind.blogspot.com/2012/05/connect-to-your-guardian-angel.html&docid=Ug4kprWom7RZtM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fbD5h-V70zc/T7rpnxVzM9I/AAAAAAAAAZc/QTfmQExMX68/s1600/guardian-angels-2.jpg&w=650&h=519&ei=f8OLUOSWCofi0gGk9YGIDA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=903&sig=107718119091148497313&page=33&tbnh=131&tbnw=163&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:61,s:400,i:187&tx=92&ty=72
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Sergeant-at-Arms 

 

Our Branch Colour Party on parade is one of the most visible things that we do.  
We could use a few new flag bearers.  It is not difficult to learn and I would be more 
than glad to train new volunteers. 
 
You would be needed for Remembrance Day, the Santa Claus parade and General 
Meetings if possible.  We support other Branches for special events when 
requested.  We have even been invited to the Saugeen Shores Winterhawks game 
for the dropping of the puck on the Friday closest to November 11

th
.   

 
Please consider joining our Flag Family Team.  You can meet some new friends 
and have some fun doing it.  If you are interested please contact me. 

 
Cde Mike Hobson 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
hobson@bmts.com 

 
 

 

Veterans Services 

 
As always, if any member is aware of any veteran, whether a Legion member or 
not, who may need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me and I can 
contact the veteran directly to assess any support that may be required. I can be 
contacted via the Branch at 519-389-9917.  
 
Cde Janice Pepe 
Veterans Services Officer 
Branch340@eastlink.ca 
 

 

mailto:hobson@bmts.com
mailto:Branch340@eastlink.ca
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More PARAPROSDOKIANS 
 

 In filling in an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency', notify:  I put 'DOCTOR.' 

 I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

 Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a 
beer gut, and still think they look sexy. 

 Behind every successful man is his woman.  Behind the fall of a successful man is usually 
another woman. 

 A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory. 

 I used to be indecisive.  Now I'm not so sure. 
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Ways & Means 

 

The next Meat Draw is Saturday, April 12
th
 and starts at 4:00 pm.    

 
We are in need of bags for the meat raffles if you have extra at home we would 
appreciate any donations.  Or, bring your own to take home your winnings.  
 
Join us for our weekly Wednesday Bingo.  Doors open at 6:00 pm and games start at 
7:00 pm in the upstairs hall. 
 
Everyone is welcome to all events and we appreciate your support  
 

Cde Tom Jacques  
Ways & Means Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Branch 340 Election – April 1, 2025 
 

 

2025 - 2026 Election of Officers:  Dan Kelly, Election Chair 
   
President: Dan Kelly       
1st Vice President:  Elizabeth Eby   
2nd Vice President:  Gord Kelly    
 
Executive:  Janice Pepe  Sherryl Petricevic 
  Blair Eby  Don Lindhorst 
  Matt Patterson  Tom Jacques     
    
 
 
MOTION to destroy the ballots by Ken Martin / 2nd Kathryn Eastwood         CARRIED 
 
Thank you to the following members for their participation with the annual election: 
 
Secretary:   Norma Dudgeon     
Scribe:   Sherryl  Petricevic        
Scrutineers:   Ken Martin and Mario Petricevic              
Acting Sgt at Arms:   Matt Patterson  
Registration:    Mary Galliher      
 

 

CHURCH BULLETIN BLOOPERS TO MAKE YOU SMILE 

 This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the altar. 

 Thursday night: Potluck supper – Prayer and medication to follow. 

 The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession. 

 The choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to join the choir. 

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is Hell?”. Come early and listen to 
our choir practice. 

mailto:thjacques@bmts.com
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Hope Floats: Celebrating Cancer Awareness Month with Bernie's Boat 

Dear Readers, 

As April marks Cancer Awareness Month, we're reminded of the strength and resilience of those touched 
by this disease. It's a time to reflect, support, and share stories of hope. Thank you to Branch 340 for your 
financial support of a new program launching in Grey and Bruce counties, the sport of dragon boating. 
Below, we bring you a powerful story that began with a groundbreaking idea and has blossomed into a 
lifeline for many.  

Thirty years ago, Dr. Don McKenzie, a visionary researcher from British Columbia, challenged 
conventional wisdom by exploring the link between physical activity and breast cancer recovery. His 1998 
publication in the Canadian Medical Association Journal documented his pioneering work: a dragon boat 
team for breast cancer survivors. Dr. McKenzie's belief was simple yet profound: strenuous upper body 
exercise in a supportive, aesthetically pleasing environment could significantly benefit these women. 

His research proved him right. Dragon boating not only promoted physical health but also fostered a 
sense of community, hope, and empowerment. It debunked the myth that upper body exercise leads to 
lymphedema, offering a tangible "life after breast cancer." The impact was undeniable: improved mental 
health, boosted endorphins, and a powerful sense of camaraderie. Today, this Canadian-born initiative 
has spread globally, with over 16,000 participants across 35+ countries. In 2021, Dr. McKenzie received 
the Order of Canada for his "seminal research on the effectiveness of exercise as an intervention for 
breast cancer patients." 

With 1 in 8 women facing a breast cancer diagnosis in their lifetime, this story hits close to home. And 
now, it's hitting closer to our home. 

Let us introduce you to Bernie's Boat, a dragon boat team serving Grey and Bruce counties. This initiative 
was the dream of Bernie Schlauch, a passionate advocate who sadly succumbed to metastatic breast 
cancer before seeing her vision fully realized. However, her legacy lives on. Geordie Farrell and a 
dedicated team of women have taken up the torch, ensuring Bernie's dream becomes a reality. 

Bernie's Boat welcomes anyone in Grey and Bruce counties who has been impacted by breast cancer – 
patients, survivors, and thrivers. Whether it’s you, your wife, sister, daughter, friend, or neighbor, the 
benefits of paddling alongside those who understand your journey are immeasurable: improved health-
related quality of life, reduced fatigue, and enhanced social well-being. 

Since launching in 2024, Bernie’s Boat has achieved remarkable milestones: paddle training, non-profit 
incorporation, charitable status application, dragon boat acquisition, coach training, steering certifications, 
First Aid/CPR training, membership with the International Breast Cancer Paddlers Commission and 
Dragon Boat Canada, safety guidelines creation, and a membership exceeding 50 and growing daily. 
While currently over 90% of the team resides in Port Elgin and Southampton, they are eager to expand 
their reach across Grey and Bruce counties. 

Here's where you can help: 

Please spread the word about Bernie's Boat. You might know someone who needs this community and 
support. 

Learn more and connect at: www.berniesboat.ca 

Let's rally behind Bernie's Boat and support those navigating their breast cancer journey. Together, we 
can make a difference. 

Contact: Sherryl Petricevic info@berniesboat.ca   

 

http://www.berniesboat.ca/
mailto:info@berniesboat.ca
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Notable Dates for April 2025 
 

The following are national commemorative and notable days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion that raise 
awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something.  
 

 

 
 

  
• Month of the Military Child  
• 1 Royal Canadian Air Force founded (1924)  
• 3 Battle of Moreuil Wood (1918)  
• 4 NATO Accord signed (1949)  
• 9 Battle of Vimy Ridge (1917) - Legion flags lowered to half mast  
• 27- 3 May National Volunteer Week  
• 25 Anzac Day  
• 25 Battle of Kapyong (1951)  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Legion Events 
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We Will Remember Them 

The Runnymede Memorial -  WWII Airmen Who Died 
With No Known Grave 

 
 

In WWII, as it was in WWI, the bodies of many of those who died in battle were never found. The 
Canadians who died and whose bodies were never found in WWI, are named and honoured at the Vimy 
Memorial in France and the Menin Gate in Belgium.  
 
There were 66,349 Canadians in WWI who died in uniform. The bodies of 18,209 were never found, 
11,285 are remembered on Vimy and 6,924 are honoured on the Menin Gate in Ypres. There were 
650,000 who served.  
 
In WWII things changed significantly and the bodies of most Canadian soldiers, who died, were found and 
buried with honour in the many beautiful cemeteries spread throughout Europe. Canadian military deaths 
in WWII totaled 42,042 of the 1.1 million who served. 
 
Such was not the case with Airmen.  Thousands died when their bombers and fighter planes were shot 
down in action or on their way back to base. Some were found and buried in Commonwealth cemeteries 
in Europe, along with our soldiers who had died close by. 
 
In WWII, the Commonwealth Air Force had more than 116,000 men and women who enlisted and served.  
There are 20,456 of them who died and have no known grave, and they are Commemorated by name on 
the Runnymede Memorial, at Englefield Green, 32 km west of London England. Canada had more than 
17,000 who enlisted and there were 3,031 honoured along with their Commonwealth comrades who 
made the supreme sacrifice.  
 
The memorial sits on the crest of Cooper’s Hill, overlooking the Thames. There are two lookouts, one 
facing towards Windsor Castle and the other towards Heathrow Airport. Above the three arched 
entrances is a great stone eagle with the Royal Air Force Motto. “Per Ardua ad Astra”  , translated 
“Through Adversity to the Stars”. Below the motto is the following inscription. 
 
“IN THIS CLOISTER ARE RECORDED THE NAMES OF TWENTY THOUSAND AIRMEN WHO HAVE NO KNOWN 

GRAVE. THEY DIED FOR FREEDOM IN RAID AND SORTIE OVER THE BRITISH ISLES AND THE LANDS AND SEAS OF 

NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPE”.  
 
In the tower there is a shrine that provides a quiet place for contemplation, contains illuminated verses by 
Paul H. Scott from which the following extract has been taken: 
 
“HERE AT THE HEART OF ENGLAND, HALFWAY BETWEEN ROYAL W INDSOR AND LORDLY LONDON, LOOKING 

DOWN. HERE, WHERE THE TREES TROOP DOWN TO RUNNYMEDE MEADOW OF MAGNA CARTA, FIELD OF 

FREEDOM. NEVER SAW YOU SO FITTING A MEMORIAL, PROOF THAT THE PRINCIPLES ESTABLISHED HERE, ARE 

STILL DEAR TO THE HEARTS OF MEN”.  
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The names of the 20,456 who have no known grave are inscribed on the stone reveals of the narrow 
windows of the cloisters and the lookouts. Scattered amongst them are the names of 3,031 Canadians. 
 
If anyone goes to the Runnymede Memorial there are 3 panels you must visit. 
On Panel 60 is the name of Norman Frederick Hettrick of Port Elgin. He was the co-pilot of a Wellington 
Bomber that was shot down while on a bombing mission on November 26, 1941. The bodies of him and 
his 5 fellow crew members were never found. 
 
On Panel 103, one will find the name of Lloyd Sylvester Ernst. His father was an Evangelical minister, 
and Lloyd came to Port Elgin as a young boy. Lloyd was only 20 years old when on September 25, 1942, 
the large 4-engine Handly Paige Halifax Bomber did not return from a bombing mission.  
  
On Panel 175 is the name of Frederick Leroy Vaupel. His family arrived in Port Elgin in 1932 when he 
was 20 years old. He enlisted in the RCAF in 1940 and was selected to train as a single-engine fighter 
pilot. The Mustang was the most popular one-man plane for Commonwealth Pilots. On June 17, 1943, he 
was on patrol in the Bay of Biscay, off Spain when he did not return. 
 
There was one other airman from our community who died and he is without a known grave. Most 
unfortunately, he was the younger brother of Fred Vaupel. Raymond Ernest Vaupel arrived in Port Elgin 
in 1932 at age 15. He joined the RCAF in 1941 and trained as a bomber pilot. Upon arrival in England, he 
was assigned to North Africa where he was the only Canadian in the bomber crew. Flying out of Egypt, 
they were on a night bombing mission on Tobruk in Northern Lybia. There were two reports of the crew 
being killed when downed in the Mediterranean. The first was that all 5 had died. The second report had 
only Ray and one other dying. Ray is named on a Memorial in Alamein Egypt on Panel 283. Canada did 
not have a major role in Africa and the Middle East in WWII.  There are 213 Canadians buried or 
Memorialized on Panels in Alamein. 
 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
Researched and Written by G. William Streeter  
February 2025. 

    

 
 
 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
 

Easter: A Hope That Never Fades 
 

 
After a long winter, it’s always refreshing to see the first signs of spring. The snow melts away, the days 
grow longer, and the world around us begins to bloom with new life. It’s a reminder that no season lasts 
forever and that renewal is always on the horizon. 
 
Easter carries that same message but on a far greater scale. It’s not just about the changing of 
seasons—it’s about the ultimate renewal, the promise of true and lasting hope that only Jesus can 
provide. 
 
We live in a world that often feels uncertain. We look to our institutions, our governments, and the leaders 
around us, hoping they will provide the stability, peace, and hope we long for. But time and again, they fall 
short. The hope they offer is temporary, built on things that shift and change. 
 
But Easter reminds us that there is a hope that does not fade, a hope that is not dependent on 
circumstances or human effort. Jesus, through His death and resurrection, has given us a hope that this 
world cannot provide—a hope that is eternal, unshakable, and secure. 
As members of the Legion, we understand sacrifice. We honor those who have given their lives for the 
sake of others. But there is no greater sacrifice than the one Jesus made for us on the cross. And 
because He rose again, we are invited into a life that is not bound by fear, sin, or even death itself. 
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So, as we see the earth awakening from winter, let us also awaken to the incredible truth of Easter: that 
no matter what we face, Jesus has already won the victory. His love endures, His promises stand, and 
His hope will never fail us. 
 
May this season fill your heart with joy, peace, and the unshakable hope that only Christ can bring. 
Remember, Jesus changes everything. 
 
Here to serve, 
Rev. Chaplain David Baker 
 

 
 

Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre 
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Port Elgin Dance Club News 
Events are held in the main hall of the Port Elgin Legion.  

 

Hi everyone, here is the dancing schedule for the next few weeks. 
 

 April 4 Foxtrot Lessons from 6:30 to 7:30 taught by Carmen and Victor for $10 per person 
Followed by a Regular Dance Program from 7:30-9:30 for $5 per couple 

 April 11 Regular Dance Program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple 

 April 18 Good Friday: No Dancing 

 April 25 Regular Dance Program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple 
 
We took a survey of which dances people would like to learn.  The most votes were for Foxtrot, so 
we are starting with that lesson first. 
 
The popularity order for the other dances was: Waltz, Rhumba, Tango, Salsa 
 
The attached schedule has the dates for these dance lessons, which we will also release monthly, 
via these email reminders. 
 
To keep the newly refinished floor to the Legion Hall in good shape, please bring indoor shoes. 
 
Jackie & Don 
"The Best Things Happen While You're Dancing" 
519-368-7377 
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