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Inside this issue you will find what is happening this
month with Committee Reports, general information and
a wee bit of humour too. We welcome your articles and
will be more than glad to insert them in future issues.

The \
Thanks to those who have submitted in the past. Anyone

. [} . :
Editor's Desk= ™~
wishing to contribute to the Branch Line please submit

your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com.

Thanks to everyone at the Branch who supported the Annual Toy Drive with special thanks to Meridian
and the South Port Ladies Golf League. The lota Phi Sorority delivers the unwrapped gifts and food
products to the Salvation Army who in turn distribute to those in need.

The winner for the Christmas Raffle Draw was Deb Jardines.....congratulations and we hope you enjoy all
of your goodies! To all those that bought and sold tickets we appreciate the support and look forward to
your participation again next year.

| am pleased to announce that the Branch will be hosting a Levee on January 1, 2025. The hours are
from 1:00-7:00 pm and entertainment from 2:00-5:00 pm by Al Crawford. What a way to usher in the New
Year with family and friends!

All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your friends and join in the
comradeship.

From our family we wish you a Happy New Year with hope that you will have many blessings in the year
to come.

If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at Branch340newsletter@ gmail.com
Accessible formats are available upon request
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1% Vice President Craig Bell bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771

2" Vice President
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lbernie@bmts.com

519-832-8783

Secretary / Treasurer

Norma Dudgeon

branch340@eastlink.ca

519-832-2903
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Rhonda Harrison bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806
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Bursary Robert Harrison bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806
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Norma Dudgeon

branch340@eastlink.ca

519-832-2903

Charity
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Honours and Awards
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519-389-4806
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Property Robert Harrison bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806
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519-389-4806
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Don Lindhorst

dlindhorst@bmts.com

519-389-4826

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hobson hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078
Service Officer/Veterans Services | Janice Pepe branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903
Sports Gord Kelly gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057
Track & Field Bernice Ribey 1lbernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783

Ways & Means

Tom Jacques

thjacques@bmts.com

519-832-6837

Youth Education
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519-708-0553
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Legio\n@ Notice to
=3 Branch Membership

The next General Meeting will be Tuesday, January 7, 2025. We look
forward to seeing you and thank you for supporting your Branch.

Reminder, that without a quorum at the General Meetings the
Executive is unable to ratify any of the Motions that need approval.

Executive Committee

S Ee=Coca2=>0o

President’s Report

At Branch 340, with the help of a lot of very valuable volunteers we have had a
very successful year.

Hall rentals are way up, Bingo and Meat Raffles are doing well but most
importantly we are getting new people to join us. | am also seeing more
members coming in more often to enjoy our facility.

With the New Year approaching | am hoping to see even more members visit the
Branch. Maybe to share an idea on how we can raise more funds for our
veterans and community; maybe to volunteer for events or to help us with Branch

=

repairs as needed.

One of the best ways to aid the Branch is also the most fun... support the canteen as every beverage you
purchase is appreciated.

So, linvite you to come in, bring a friend and make some new ones.
Let's make 2025 a great year. Have a Happy and Safe New Year.
Hope to see you out and about.

President Robert Harrison
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

S Ee=Cocar=>0o

“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.” — Confucius
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Bursary

Now is the best time to apply for a bursary. Students have to verify that they are
in second semester before they mail their application to Ontario Command.

To verify enrollment in the second semester they can use the following:
Verification of Enrollment; Confirmation of Enrolliment or an unofficial transcript.
These 3 documents can be printed from a student’s on-line profile.

If you have any questions or need assistance please call me at 519-389-4806.
Provincial Command has a budget of $400,000 this year; please check the

following website link: www.on.Legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries
for more details; or, feel free to call me on how to apply.

Cde Robert Harrison
Bursary Chair
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

SESE S

Hall Rental

The Branch had a considerable amount of hall rentals over the holiday season. |
thank the volunteers who helped with all the needs to make each event as
successful as it was. We look forward to you booking our facility for your future
social events.

Special consideration is given to the fee schedule when renting to non-profit
organizations.

Family and group events/meetings welcome.

Please contact me for more information when considering a venue for your event.

Cde Bernice Ribey, Hall Rental Chair
1bernie@bmts.com or call the Branch at 519-389-9917 to leave a message
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Honours & Awards

Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an important
part of the Honours & Awards Chair.

When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of ensuring our
Branch functions continue, we build strong and continuous relationships, and we
build a stronger Branch.

If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please contact
me with this members particulars and the Honours & Awards Committee will
evaluate the nomination.

Cde Tom Jacques
Honours & Awards Chair
thjacques@bmts.com

S Ee=Cocar=>0o

Membership Report

Please use one of the options below and get your 2025 membership dues taken
care of:

1. On-line by going to Legion.ca on the computer
2. Come into the Branch when we are open (3 — 8 pm Monday to Saturday)
3. Contact me at bellcr@bmts.com to make other arrangements.

Cde Craig Bell
Membership Chair
bellcr@bmts.com

* MEMBERSHIP Legion
e MEMBERSHIP

Join the Legion Today

Applications are available at the Bar Renewal fees are now $65.00
Military service not a requirement, anyone can join Pay today to remainin good standing and
receive the many membership perks
MEMBERS, HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR DUES FOR
2025 Craig Bell, Membership Chair
LEQQ, ‘ Renew foday! !fg’%,

“Believe you can and you’re halfway there.” — Theodore Roosevelt
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Poppy Report

RCL Branch 340’s 2024 Poppy Campaign was a very successful venture for our Branch. The campaign
was held from Friday, October 25" to Monday, November 11"

Needless to say, a campaign this large could not come off without the support of our dedicated Branch
members and volunteers who prepared the Ad-Mail envelopes and others who canvassed at stores each
day of the campaign period.

Approximately 88 Port Elgin businesses displayed Poppy Boxes collecting funds for this year's Poppy
Campaign. Our businesses and organizations also sponsored wreaths and crosses which is another key
factor to the success of this year's Poppy Campaign.

Thank you to all those who sponsored wreaths and to those who made donations as well. The funds
raised assist our Veterans in their time of need and we thank you for your ongoing support.

The Pay Tribute units were placed at the Independent Grocer and Walmart. We thank these businesses
to allow these units to be displayed within their location and for their continued support each year.

Ad-Mail Campaign Volunteers

Sam Galante

Glenna Snider

Kathy Buckle

Jacqueline Bruce

Wayne Bruce

Janice Pepe

Judy Lindhorst

Shelly Hewson

Bob Harrison

Thelma Kennedy

Donna Kraemer

Shirley Alpaugh

Shirley Alpaugh

Joseph Szabo

Ad-Mail Campaign Support

Stella Hestera | | Sofia Hestera

The Ad-Mail Team produced 4,200 filled envelopes for the resident mail-out, filled poppy baggies for the
canvass trays and sticker bunches for an approximate total of 132 hours.

Pictured are some of the Ad-mail
Team. The Team volunteered their
time on October 17", 18", 22" and
23",

The entire team worked effectively
and diligently to complete the task
and ahead of schedule for the
envelopes to be delivered to the
Post Office on October 25"

The call for canvassing volunteers was again answered by many of our dedicated members and a few
non-members. Our Air Cadet Squadron also volunteered their time on the 3 Saturdays during the
campaign. The significant funds raised by our Canvassers as well as the generous contributions by our
residents to the in-store Poppy Boxes contributed greatly to the success we had this year.

Again, heartfelt thanks go out to those Branch members and non-members who volunteered their
personal time to canvass poppies at the various locations in town.

5
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Branch 340 Griffin Air Cadet Squadron

Bruce Schoettler, CO

Capt. Robert Herborth, DCO

Diane Voisin, CI

LAC Ini O FSgt Cole B FCpl Christine M FCpl Rhys C FCpl Lucas |
WO Il Evan C FCpl Emmett R LAC Ramon F Cpl H Hussain Cpl Samantha H
Cadet Fern S Cadet Callie T Cadet Eric C Cadet Yoma | Cadet Isaac A
Cadet Nick S Cadet Daniyal S Cadet Gavin B Cadet Tucker Tyler L
Clara C L Irwin W Hodgkins Areesh S Ryan T
William T William S Armeet W Benjamin F

Poppy Canvassers
Glenna Snider Kathy Buckle Dan Kelly Jeff Griffin Mike Howe
Janice Pepe Wayne Bruce Jane McAllister Jennifer M Gump McMeekin
Donna Kraemer Grant Virgo Alex Taylor Scott Davidson Bruce Little
Mike Kraemer Yolande Lush Mary Galliher Deb Atkinson Kathryn Seville
Brad Cobean Brian Lang Sam Galante Larry Beange Rebecca Cummings
Bert Hatton LilaJ - SDSS Aleigha E - SDSS

Money Count Team
Dan Kelly Randy Schultz Vicky Taylor Larry Dudgeon Donna Kraemer

Mike Kraemer

Shelly Hewson

Bob Harrison

Jim Connan

Joe Brunato

Shirley Jacklin

George Jacklin

Sam Galante

The Money Count Team contributed a total of 56 hours of personal time for the 1 day to complete the
task. Well done Team!

Campaign Support

Dan Kelly Crai

g Bell

Jim Fleming

Bob Harrison

Thelma Kennedy

Norma Dudgeon

I would like to extend special thanks to Shelley Hewson and Glenna Snider for their help with the various
tasks during the campaign: Ad-Mail Campaign, distributing and picking up poppy boxes, canvassing and
helping with the money count.

Heartfelt thanks to Thelma Kennedy and Janice Pepe for helping sign out canvassers, preparing the
canvass trays, overseeing the Cadets as they returned from their shifts and helping with the money count.

And last but not least, overwhelming thanks to Norma Dudgeon for taking care of the financial portion of
the Campaign. She also maintained the listings for our wreath sponsors. Her support and advice was
invaluable to me as your Poppy Chair this year and is greatly appreciated!

We are still in the process of calculating the financial portion of the campaign. Another report will be

available in the Febru

ary bulletin.

A sincere THANK YOU to all those who volunteered their time this year!

Rhonda Harrison
Poppy Chair
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

@
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Sergeant-at-Arms

Our Branch Colour Party on parade is one of the most visible things that we do.
We could use a few new flag bearers. It is not difficult to learn and | would be more
than glad to train new volunteers.

You would be needed for Remembrance Day, the Santa Claus parade and General
Meetings if possible. We support other Branches for special events when
requested. We have even been invited to the Saugeen Shores Winterhawks game
for the dropping of the puck on the Friday closest to November 11"

Please consider joining our Flag Family Team. You can meet some new friends
and have some fun doing it. If you are interested please contact me.

Cde Mike Hobson
Sergeant-at-Arms
hobson@bmts.com

S Ee=Cocar=>0o

Veterans Services

As always, if any member is aware of any veteran, whether a Legion member or
not, who may need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me and | can
contact the veteran directly to assess any support that may be required. | can be
contacted via the Branch at 519-389-9917.

Cde Janice Pepe
Veterans Services Officer
Branch340@eastlink.ca

1. RCL Ontario Command Resources for Veterans and spouses/family of Veterans

e RCL - Support for Mental Health & PTSD - learn more about this free and confidential service by
visiting website link:
https://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/mental-health-ptsd

e RCL Magazine - Serving You, Our Veterans - Emergency assistance through Poppy Trust Fund
website link:
https://legionmagazine.com/emergency-assistance-through-the-poppy-trust-fund/

o RCL Magazine - Health-Lifestyle Archives (writing workshop-fly fishing-virtual healing) website
link:
https://legionmagazine.com/category/health-lifestyle/

2. RCL Ontario Command -- Ontario Command has sponsored a series of Mood Disorders Society of
Canada’s Peer and Trauma Support Services (PATSS) peer support workshops that are now available
for Ontario Veterans and Veteran Family Members to register, at no cost.

To enroll in one of the workshops or to take advantage of the additional free offerings, please complete
this registration form by visiting website link:
https://mdsc.ca/supporting-veterans-and-family-members/
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Ways & Means

The 2025 calendar has been included in this issue for your reference. It lists the
dates for the monthly Meat Draws and Bingo.

* NOTE: There is no Meat draw for the month of January.

Join us for our weekly Wednesday Bingo. Doors open at 6:00 pm and games start at
7:00 pm in the upstairs hall.

Everyone is welcome to all events..

Cde Tom Jacques
Ways & Means Chair
thjacques@bmts.com

SESE S

Youth Education
2024 Poster & Literary Competition - Branch & Zone Results

Branch 340 held a successful Poster & Literary competition on November 9, 2024. A total of 337 entries
for the 5 different grade levels (Kindergarten, Primary, Junior, Intermediate and Senior). The 9 - 1* place
winning entries were forwarded to Zone C-4 Youth Education Chair Kate Wilson for the zone judging.

The Branch entries have been returned to the schools. A total of $1,655 was awarded to the respective
1%, 2" and 3" Place winners. Congratulations to all the award winners.

A huge thank-you is extended to Kathy Eastwood who helped me with the various aspects of the
competition.

Our judges had a difficult task in selecting the prize winners as all entries were very well done. | thank
Linda & Grant Virgo, Catherine Wareham, Pat Smith, Betty Dunbar and Janice Pepe for taking the time
on a Saturday morning in support of the program.

9 First Place Branch Level entries going forward to the Zone level Competition

Poster: Black & White

Primary: Remington M Northport Elementary Grade 3
Junior: EmmaD Northport Elementary Grade 6
Intermediate: Ammar A Saugeen District Senior School Grade 7

Poster: Colour

Primary: Maya M Northport Elementary Grade 2
Junior: Harper L St. Joseph'’s Catholic School Grade 6
Intermediate: Ella C Saugeen District Senior School Grade 7
Essay:

Senior: Hamna H Saugeen District Senior School Grade 11
Poem:

Junior: Violet W Northport Elementary Grade 6
Intermediate:  Josephine T Saugeen District Senior School Grade 7
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Zone Level Judging: One 1% Place and Three 3" Place winners

Poster: Black & White

3" Place Junior: Emma D Northport Elementary Grade 6
Essay:

3" Place Senior: Hamna H Saugeen District Senior School Grade 11
Poem:

39 Place Junior: Violet W Northport Elementary Grade 6
1* Place Intermediate: Josephine T Saugeen District Senior School Grade 7

The 1st Place winner at Zone level will move on to the District judging.

Branch 340 will be hosting Public Speaking on Sunday, February 23, 2025 with a snow date of Sunday,
March 2, 2025.

Cde Rhonda Harrison
Youth Education Chair
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

Se=Coc2=50

A Christmas Letter of 1942 — Overseas Away from Home

By Sandy Lindsay, Saugeen Times
December 25, 2024

Local Saugeen Shores historian, G. William Streeter of Southampton shares this tender Christmas
letter of 1942 written by his father while serving away from home in WWII, and we are sure there
are many others that were written by soldiers at ‘the Front’.

Below is a letter that Dad wrote on Xmas Day 1942. He had been in England since October ’41. | was
born in May of 42. The letter is becoming more and more tattered and faded with age.

He was one of hundreds of young men waiting in England for the invasion.
And wait they did, until June of 1944. In his case, it was 32 months of his
life just waiting, while his wife and two children were thousands of miles
away. It was a full four years that he was away from us.

A photo was sent to Dad for Christmas but he didn’t receive it in time.
Gloria just had her 2nd birthday on that December 19th and | was 7
months old. Note the pillow above us — Dad was in the Perth Regiment
out of Stratford.

There were no phone calls, no skype or teleconferencing; just these
simple letters. Dad was a very moderate drinker. Only more than one,
except on November 11th and New Year’s Eve. Then he would get a little
bit “tight”.

The letter tells a lot about life away from family at this time of year. MERRY XMAS
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My Darling Jean & Babies

Christmas Day Darling and a very dull Christmas Day at that. Everything has been very quiet today, Jean.
You would never know that it was Xmas if somebody wouldn’t have told you.

We had breakfast at 8 o’clock this morning dear. 1 egg, fried potatoes, jam. Dinner at 12:30. Roast pork,
mashed potatoes, creamed celery, Xmas pudding; beer for drink. | haven’t received a letter from you for
over three weeks darling. | sure hope | get some tomorrow. Perhaps | will feel better then, dear for | feel
blue and lonesome for the ones | love who are so far away.

Jeannie Darling, | love you and our sweet babies. It will be grand when | get home to be able to spend
Christmas Day with my Jeannie. Oh Darling, | love you so much. Every day | am away from you dear, |
love you more.

| am still at the Holding for Reinforcement Unit about 70 miles away from the Regiment dear. And that
doesn’t improve the situation any either dear. It just makes me feel more miserable. | didn’t have very
much money on Monday so | decided to try to make some money playing cards and lost it all. So if my
cable is a little late dear remember that | love you just the same. | just feel like going out and getting really
& totally drunk dear. In fact, | am in a terrible mood. | shouldn’t write you dear when | feel this way darling
but dearest. | know you will understand.

| sure wish this damn war was over so | could come home with you sweetheart and Gloria and Billy. It
would be grand to play with the kiddies before they go to bed and then to knick with their mother for a
while before we went to bed. | know that we will be the happiest couple in the world dear.

| tried to get down to see Aunt Emily but couldn’t get a pass, so | have been in camp all day. We have
had no snow at all over here. In fact, the weather is very mild. There are quite a few of the boys ‘tight”
today. They seem to be happy, but old George is still sober. They are all trying to sing different songs. It
sounds like a madhouse.

Well my Darling Jeannie, news is very scarce, only that, | love only you darling and would give all | own to
take you in my arms dear and kiss those sweet lips of yours and tell you how much | love only you dear.
So bye-bye for now darling.

Loads of Love and Kisses to the sweetest brown-eyed wife in the world.

Lovingly,
George  XXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX

Se=Coc2=50

Port Elgin Legion Branch 340 partners with Meridian Credit Union and

South-Port Golf Ladies League for toy and food drive.
By Sandy Lindsay

Each year, the Port Elgin Legion Branch 340 puts out a call to its members and guests for Christmas
toys, along with the Meridian Credit Union on Goderich Street that also collects toys from its clients.

The toys are then picked up to be sorted by the lota Phi women’s group before being taken to the
Salvation Army for distribution to families.

This year, the SouthPort Ladies Golf also contributed items for the local Salvation Army Food Bank. The
generosity of the community is always amazing,” said Rhonda Harrison of the Legion Executive.
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L-R: Fran Woods, lota Phi; Berry Biederman, lota
Phi; Stacey Hobson, Meridian Credit Union;
Bernice Ribey, South Port Golf Course and Branch
340 Executive; Rhonda Harrison, Toy Drive Chair
and Executive Member

Front: Branch 340 President Bob Harrison

Upcoming Legion Events
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— Come Play With Us! GENERAL MEETING
EortElgin Leglon BLS40 Tuesday, January 7, 2025
Wednesdavs ' ~ 7:30 pm

in the Main Hall

en at 6:00 pm
ts at 7:00 pm
ofage to play

As members, your presence is appreciated for
approval of Branch business

$700'00 laCkPOt to be Won Please support your Branch
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Port Elgin Legion Branch 340
630 Green Street 519-389-9917

New Year’s Day Levee
1:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Entertainment by

Al Crawford

I 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Join us as we welcome in the New Year with
Family & Friends
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Branch 340 Annual Christmas Raffle
Saturday, December 21, 2024

Moy Fo Ho Fo ruual Cnistmas Rafile

Congratulations to our raffle winner Deb Jardines from Port Elgin.

A special Thank You to all who purchased tickets and to all our sellers
to help make this draw as successful as it was. Proceeds will be
donated to our community youth programs.

We look forward to your support with our next raffle.

Charity Committee

S Ee=Cocar=>0o

During a recent password audit, it was found that a blonde was using the following password:
"MickeyMinniePlutoHueyLouieDeweyDonaldGoofySacramento"
When asked why such a long password, she said she was told that it had to be at least 8 characters
long and include at least one capital.

SESE S

A businessman went into the office and found an inexperienced handyman painting the walls. The
handyman was wearing two heavy parkas on a hot summer day. Thinking this was a little strange;
the businessman asked the handyman why he was wearing the parkas on such a hot day.

The handyman showed him the instructions on the can of paint. They read: “For best results, put on
two coats.”

S Ee=Cocar=>0o

1 can rise and shime, __
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IN COMMON WITH COMPUTERS. same time.
WE BOTH START OUT WITH LOTS OF
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UNEXPECTEDLY, \ g
AND EVENTUALLY
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THE ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
ONTARIO COMMAND

Legion

FACT SHEET August 2024
(For Fiscal Year 2022-2023)

The following Facts are gathered from a Branch Survey conducted for the Fiscal Year of
2022-2023. Please note that due to the Covid-19 Pandemic Lock Downs and Restrictions,
Ontario Command Branches could not operate under normal conditions and were slow to
bounce back after all restrictions were lifted. The below facts show that our Branches and
Members continue to strongly support their Veterans and Communities!

The Legion at work in Ontario:

- There were 389 Branches, with a total membership of over 95,300 as of August 2024
(92.5% of Ontario Command Branches responded to this survey)

- Total Poppy Donations received for 2023 were $9,520,305.65. Statements throughout

this Fact Sheet reflect where these funds were disbursed by Branches to support
Veterans, their dependents and greater community

- Funds spent on Veterans Programs for 2023 totaled over $3.5 million

- Branches and Ladies Auxiliaries continue to support the Homeless Veterans Program -
"Operation: Leave the Streets Behind". As of August 2024, over $3 million has been
disbursed from the Ontario Command Homeless Veterans Fund and over $100,000.00
from our Ladies Auxiliary. As of this date 1206 Veterans have been assisted (of which

135 were female Veterans and 66 families) in 201 communities

- For the year 2023 Grants from Poppy funds, to the Royal Canadian Ex-Service League in
the Caribbean totaled $89,500.00

- Provide funding for Provincial Service Bureaus, for Provincial Service Officers to assist,
all Veterans — Currently Serving and Ex-Service Personnel, with pension applications,
benefit concerns, on an ongoing basis - free of charge

- Ontario Command is very proud to support "Operation Service Dog"! In collaboration
with Wounded Warriors Canada this program has, and will continue, to drastically

improve the lives of many Veterans! Since the beginning of this partnership in 2018,
Ontario Command has donated $2.2 million to this program.

- Branches and Ladies Auxiliary members continue to support Veterans in hospitals by
supplying comforts and entertainment to enhance their quality of life

e c=Coc2=> O
Old age makes us great multitaskers. Why, | can sneeze and pee at the same time!
These are not gray hairs! They are wisdom highlights.

Now that I've gotten older, everything’s finally starting to click for me. My knees, my back, my neck ...

One benefit of old age is that your secrets are always safe with your friends ... because they can’t
remember them!

How is the moon like dentures? Both come out at night.

* Page 14 of 15



Port Elgin Dance Club News

Events are held in the main hall of the Port Elgin Legion.

January 3 Dance in the New Year with a regular dance program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple.
January 10 Dance program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple.

January 17 Dance program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple.

January 24 Dance program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple.

January 31 Dance program 7:30-9:30 $5 per couple.

"The Best Things Happen While You're Dancing"

Jackie & Don Rosart

519-368-7377 Home
519-386-4079 Cell

SESE S

PORT ELGIN LEGION - BRANCH 340
2025 - MONTHLY EVENTS
(Event Dates subject to change)

Statutory Holidays D Meat Draws Bingo [D‘

JANUARY 2025 [ FEBRUARY 2025 MARCH 2025
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