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Inside this issue you will find what is happening 
this month with Committee Reports, general 
information and a wee bit of humor too.  We 
welcome your articles and will be more than 
glad to insert them in future issues.  Thanks to 
those who have submitted in the past.  Anyone 

wishing to contribute to the Branch Line please submit your articles to 
Branch340newsletter@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks to everyone who supported the Annual Toy Drive and the Christmas Raffle 
Draw.  We appreciate the support for these two worthy community youth projects. 
 
I am pleased to announce that the Branch will be hosting a Levee on January 1st, 2023.  
The hours are from 1:00-7:00 pm and entertainment from 2:00-5:00 pm by Al Crawford.  
What a way to usher in the New Year with family and friends! 
 
The 2023 calendar of events is included in this edition.  Please keep for handy 
reference.  You will be notified if other events are planned and unfortunately the dates 
are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances.   
 
All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your 
friends and join in the comradeship. 
 
From our family we wish you a Happy New Year with hope that you will have many 
blessings in the year to come.  
 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at branch340newsletter@gmail.com 
Accessible formats are available upon request 
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2022 – 2023 Branch 340 Executive 
 

President Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Immediate Past President Dan Kelly  dankelly@bmts.com 519-389-2352 

1st Vice President Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

2nd Vice President Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Secretary / Treasurer Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903 

Chaplain Rev. Chuck Beaton  cjbeaton5@gmail.com 519-797-5586 

     

Executive Monica Carere  mony_c26@hotmail.com 519-835-9741 

 Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

 Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 

 Craig Bell  bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771 

 Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

 Gord Kelly   gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057 

     

LA Liaison Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Bar Chairman Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903 

     

Bursary Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

By-laws Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Charity Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Hall Rental Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 

Honours & Awards Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Leadership Development Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Membership Craig Bell  bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771 

Poppy Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Property Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Public Relations Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Seniors Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hobson  hobson@bmts.com 519-386-6078 

Service Officer  Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Sports Gord Kelly   gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057 

Veteran Services Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Ways & Means Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Youth Education Monica Carere  mony_c26@hotmail.com 519-835-9741 

Air Cadets Liaison Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Nevada Andrew Reinhart  andyreinhart@hotmail.com 519-708-0553 

Track & Field Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 
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2022 – 2023 Branch 340  
Ladies Auxiliary Executive 

 

President Diana Tripp 

1st Vice President Anne Marie Kinsman 

2nd Vice President Sharen Maas 

Treasurer Diana Tripp 

Secretary Vicky Taylor 

Sergeant-at-Arms Anne Marie Kinsman 

Sports Officer Linda Virgo 

 Sharen Maas 
Executive Meryl Cramp 

 Elaine Esplen 

 Marilyn Noble 

 Linda Virgo 
 

 
 

 

President’s Report 

 

I hope that everyone had a great and safe Christmas as we look forward to the 
New Year. 
 

December has been a very good month for us.  Tom Jacques and his Meat Draw 
crew were very busy and did an excellent job.  The Draws were very successful 
thanks to the support of our Legion members and community and we look forward 
to your continued support. 
 

What can I say about Rhonda and her many helpers who have brought back the 
Bingo on Wednesday nights?  It is becoming busier every week with everyone 
having lots of fun.  Please consider joining us. 

 

Our Christmas Raffle Draw was another huge success.  Our Minor Hockey Pee Wee B Team was very 
diligent in selling tickets for their team and a sponsorship donation was forwarded to them.  We also thank 
those who sold the tickets and of course those who purchased them.  The winner of the basket of goodies 
was Deb Delarosbil.  
 

As you may have noticed the Toy Drive was a complete success.  We received donations from Branch 
members, Meridian Credit Union, YIG Grocers and the South Port Ladies Golf players.  The Iota Phi reps 
were very pleased and excited to see the amount we were able to donate this year.  Thank you everyone. 
 

Our new bar stools have arrived to a bit of a mixed reaction.  Some say they are too high and that the 
edge is a little sharp on your legs; but everyone agrees they will be very hard to break. 
 

A small bit of sad news as we had a “death” in the Club Room.  Our Nevada machine quit working after 
around 30 years of service.  As there are no parts available anymore to repair it we are presently pricing 
out a new Nevada machine to replace it. 
 

I ask for your continued support to help us raise funds for our veterans and our community.  We 
appreciate the support over the past year and we thank you immensely. 
 

Hope to see you out and about and from our home to yours have a happy and healthy New Year.   
  
President Robert Harrison 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
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Bursary Report 

 
Now is the best time to apply for a bursary.  Students have to verify that they are 
in second semester before they mail their application to Ontario Command.   
 
To verify enrollment in the second semester they can use the following:  
Verification of Enrollment; Confirmation of Enrollment or an unofficial transcript.  
These 3 documents can be printed from a student’s on-line profile. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance please call me at 519-389-4806. 
  
Cde Robert Harrison 
Bursary Chairman 

             bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
 

 
 

 

Hall Rental 

 
It is my pleasure to say that the December rentals were enjoyed by all.  Thank 
you to all who were involved in any way and made the events so special.  

 
We look forward to you booking our facility for your future social events. Special 
consideration is given to the fee schedule when renting to non-profit 
organizations. 
 
Please contact me for more information when considering a venue for your 
event.   
 
Hope you had an enjoyable Christmas with family and friends.  Wishing you all 

the best in 2023 and Happy New Year 
 
Cde Bernice Ribey 
Hall Rental Chair  
1bernie@bmts.com 
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Ever since I was a child, I've always had a fear of someone under my bed at night.  So I went to a shrink 
and told him, "I've got problems. Every time I go to bed I think there's somebody under it. 
I'm scared and I think I'm going crazy.”  

 
"Just put yourself in my hands for one year," said the shrink. "Come in and talk to me three times a week 
and we should be able to get rid of those fears."  

 
“How much do you charge?”  
 
"Eighty dollars per visit", replied the doctor.  
 
"I'll sleep on it", I said.  

 
Six months later the doctor met me on the street. "Why didn't you come to see me about those fears you 
were having?" he asked.  

 
"Well, eighty bucks a visit, three times a week for a year is $12,480.00.  A bartender cured me for $10.00. 
I was so happy to have saved that money that I went and bought me a new pickup truck."  

 
"Is that so?" With a bit of an attitude, he said, "and how, may I ask, did a bartender cure you?” 
"He told me to cut the legs off the bed. Ain't nobody under there now!”  

 
FORGET THE SHRINKS, HAVE A DRINK AND TALK TO A BARTENDER! 
IT’S ALWAYS BETTER TO GET A SECOND OPINION!  
 

 
 

 

Honours & Awards Report 

 
Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an important 
part of the Honours & Awards Chair.   
 
When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of ensuring our 
Branch functions continue, we build strong and continuous relationships, and we 
build a stronger Branch. 
 
If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please contact 
me with this members particulars and confidentially the H&A Committee will 
evaluate the nomination. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Cde Dan Kelly presents Cde Wayne Eagles with his lapel for 55 
years of service.  Congratulations Wayne on your accomplishment 
and we thank you for your years of service. 

 
 

 
 



 

          

 
Page 6 of 15 

 
 

 
 

On Remembrance Day, Years of Service Pins were announced. 
Please contact Tom Jacques, H & A Chair if you are a recipient for a service pin. 

Pins are awarded in 5 year increments. 
 

 
 
 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Honours & Awards Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 
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Membership Report 

 
Please use one of the options below and get your 2023 membership dues taken 
care of.  Dues are now $55.00 as of December 1

st
.  . 

 
1. On-line by going to legion.ca on the computer 

2. Come into the branch when we are open (3 – 8 pm Monday to Saturday) 

3. Contact me at bellcr@bmts.com to make other arrangements. 

 
 
 

Cde Craig Bell 
Membership Chair 
bellcr@bmts.com 

 
 

Membership

December 1st Renewal fees are now  
$55.00

Pay today to remain in good standing and 
receive the many membership perks

Craig Bell, Membership Chair

 
 

 

 

 

Last Post 
 

 

 
Associate Member  Hector Therrien 

 
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,  

AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN, 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=457&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4GZAG_enCA447CA449&biw=979&bih=388&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsl&tbnid=kCYPjxT_dDD-ZM:&imgrefurl=http://daystillinmind.blogspot.com/2012/05/connect-to-your-guardian-angel.html&docid=Ug4kprWom7RZtM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fbD5h-V70zc/T7rpnxVzM9I/AAAAAAAAAZc/QTfmQExMX68/s1600/guardian-angels-2.jpg&w=650&h=519&ei=f8OLUOSWCofi0gGk9YGIDA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=903&sig=107718119091148497313&page=33&tbnh=131&tbnw=163&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:61,s:400,i:187&tx=92&ty=72
http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=457&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4GZAG_enCA447CA449&biw=979&bih=388&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsl&tbnid=kCYPjxT_dDD-ZM:&imgrefurl=http://daystillinmind.blogspot.com/2012/05/connect-to-your-guardian-angel.html&docid=Ug4kprWom7RZtM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fbD5h-V70zc/T7rpnxVzM9I/AAAAAAAAAZc/QTfmQExMX68/s1600/guardian-angels-2.jpg&w=650&h=519&ei=f8OLUOSWCofi0gGk9YGIDA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=903&sig=107718119091148497313&page=33&tbnh=131&tbnw=163&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:61,s:400,i:187&tx=92&ty=72
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Poppy Report 

 
After another successful 2022 Poppy Campaign, Vicky and I wish you and your 
families A Happy Holiday Season, the Best for the New Year, 2023! 
 
This is a reminder that our Veterans’ needs are a year around endeavour. Last 
year our Poppy Fund donated over $35,000 to help meet Veterans and their 
family’s needs. With this year’s Poppy Campaign raising close to $36,000.00 
before expenses and over $28,000 after expenses which excludes approximately 
$2.000.00 in approved donations in 2022 donations year to date. We therefore 
expect our donations this year will be in the range $20-$25,000.00 to be used to 
address Veteran’s most urgent needs. 
 

We appreciate any donations made throughout the year. Each year we have Veterans and projects 
that need assistance. Donations can be easily made year around via INTERAC Transfer at:  
poppybranch340@eastlink.ca 
 
We look forward to our members and friends again participating in upcoming year at our Legion events 
including our Friday evening get togethers, meat rolls, darts, euchre and other Legion events throughout 
the year! 
 
It provides us all with some social inter action, as we continue to strive to assist and comfort our Veterans 
who have served us so well! 
 

Lest We Forget! 
 

In Comradeship, 
Alex Taylor 
Poppy Chair 
alex.taylor@bmts.com 
 

 
 
 

 I promised to quit all my habits in the  New Year but later I realized that world hates those 
who quit. 
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Sports Report 

 
Wishing you a Happy New Year with some information on upcoming 2023 sports 
events. 
 
The Zone 8-Ball Tournament will be held on the 8th of January at Branch 6 in 
Owen Sound. 
 
The District C, 8-Ball Tournament will be held on January 23rd in Port Elgin at our 
very own Branch 340. 
 
The Zone Euchre Tournament will be held on January 27th at Branch 383 in 

Tara.  The registration forms are posted on the downstairs bulletin board. 
 
Remember the information on upcoming sports events will be posted on the bulletin board outside the 
Club Room by the accessible mechanical lift. 
 
Carry On Comrades 
 
Gord Kelly 
Sports Chair 
gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Ways & Means 

 
Join us at the weekly Wednesday Bingo and you could be the lucky one to yell 
“Bingo”.  Doors open at 6:00 pm and games start at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall.  
 
The calendar for the 2023 Branch events is noted at the end of this bulletin.  
Please keep for handy reference.   
 
We thank everyone for their continued support and look forward to seeing you at 
the Branch. 
 
 
 

Cde Tom Jacques  
Ways & Means Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 
 

 
 
One day two blondes and a brunette got stuck in an elevator. 
One blonde starts to yell, “Help!!!” 
Then the other one, “Help!!!” 
 
The brunette suggests, “Come on girls, let's scream together, it will be louder.” 
“OK,” agree the blondes, “Together!!! Together!!!” 
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Youth Education 

2022 Winner Placements for Zone C-4  

 
Branch 340 held the Remembrance Day Poster and Literary judging on Sunday, 
November 13, 2022. The overall 1

st
 Place winners in each of the categories were 

submitted to Kate Wilson, Zone Youth Ed Chair for judging at the Zone level. 
 
The following students were successful and earned the respective placements: 
 
 PRIMARY (Grades 1, 2 & 3)  
 1

st
 Place Black/White Poster:  Vyoma Patel, Northport Elementary 

 
 JUNIOR (Grades 4, 5 & 6) 
  1

st
 Place Colour Poster:  Ariana Singh, Northport Elementary 

              3
rd

 Place Poem:  Noelle Gallagher, Northport Elementary 
              3

rd
 Place Essay:  Haroon Hussain, PESCS 

 
   INTERMEDIATE (Grades 7, 8 & 9) 
   1

st
 Place Colour Poster:  Parisa Akunjee, SDSS  

   1
st
 Place Essay:  Kalisto Bynoe, SDSS    

 
   SENIOR (Grades 10, 11 & 12) 
   2

nd
 Place Colour Poster:  Serenity Elijah. SDSS 

 
The Zone C-4 Competition wrapped up in December with the student entries from Branch 340 having a 
great showing with 4 (4) First Place Entries, one (1) Second Place Entry, and two (2) Third Place Entries. 
Branch 340’s Zone C-4 First Place Entries will go on to the District Competition. The Awards to the 
students were delivered before the holiday break.   
 

Our congratulations to the students with the winning entries. On behalf of Branch 340 I extend a sincere 
appreciation to all the students who drew posters and wrote literary pieces. In entering our local 
competition, the schools and students respectfully demonstrate their Remembrance.                                                    
 

I would like to thank the following for their involvement with the judging and overseeing items that had to 
be completed:  Kathryn Eastwood, Tanya Govier, Patty Kelly, Rhonda Harrison, Joyce and Jack 
Chapman. 
 

It is our hope that the Public Speaking Competition will take place and the scheduled date is Sunday, 
February 26, 2023.  The information has been sent to the schools and we look forward to the students 
participating in this program. 
 
Monica Carere 
Youth Education Chair 
mony_c26@hotmail.com 
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Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary  

 
Happy New Year to all.  May 2023 bring you health and happiness and good times 
with friends and family. 
 
If your plans for Christmas Day dinner didn’t happen that’s OK.  The blizzard kept 
most of us off the roads and safe in our warm homes and as I am writing this the 
white stuff is still coming down.  I do hope that most of you have rescheduled 
another day to celebrate. 
 
We’re here to help you celebrate whatever occasion you may want to have. 
 

We continue to provide sandwich lunches for Celebrations of Life at a cost of $9.00 per person.  We are 
also available to provide soup and sandwich lunches for personal or business functions.  We can 
customize what you want with cheese trays, fruit trays.   
 
Please keep in mind that we also rent out our kitchen so plan your party, bring in your own already 
prepared food and use the kitchen to warm or keep cool until ready to serve.  Kitchen rental cost is 
$150.00 with a refund of $50 if kitchen is completely cleaned after use. 
 
Interested in becoming a member, join us at our monthly meeting.  We are in desperate need of new 
members.  Our monthly meetings are every 2

nd
 Tuesday of the month in the upstairs hall at 7:30 pm.  

Thank you. 
Next meeting is Tuesday, January 10

th
 at 7:30 pm.  

 
Thank you everyone for your help and support and stay healthy. 
 
Vicky Taylor 
vicky.taylor@bmts.com 
 

 
 
 

Notable Dates for January 2023 
 
The following are national commemorative and notable days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion 
that raise awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something.  

 
 

• January 1 - New Years Day  
• January 26 - Bell Let’s Talk (mental health)  
• January 27 - Holocaust Remembrance Day  
• Membership renewal reminders  
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Upcoming Branch Events 
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Annual Christmas Basket Raffle 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to our raffle winner Deb Delarosbil.  

   

A special Thank You to all who purchased tickets and to all our sellers 
to help make this draw as successful as it was.  Proceeds will be 
donated to our community youth programs. 
 
We look forward to your support with our next raffle. 
 
Charity Committee 
 

 

 
 

 

Annual Christmas Toy Drive 

 

 

 

 
 
L-R President Bob Harrison; Fran Woods, Iota 
Phi Sorority; Stacey Hobson, Meridian Credit 
Union;  Nancy Smith, Iota Phi Sorority and 
Rhonda Harrison.  

 
THANK YOU to Meridian Credit Union, YIG (Your 
Independent Grocer), the South Port Ladies Tuesday 
Golf and to all the members of the Port Elgin Legion for 
your generosity and thoughtfulness in providing such 
wonderful gifts for the annual Toy Drive.    
 
This year’s donations were unbelievable and we are 
sure each gift was a welcome surprise to the children in 
our community.  Year after year we can always count on 
you to help make a child’s Christmas a little brighter! 
 
Charity Committee 
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We Will Remember Them 

WWII Deaths of men in uniform from Port Elgin and area. 
 

 
James Edward Jones was 23 years old and working as a baker in Port Elgin 
when he answered the call to join with Company Commander Howe in the 98th 
Anti-Tank Battery in July of 1940.  
 
In uniform he married his wife Isobel in July of 1941. Training of the 98th was at 
Camp Petawawa, north of Ottawa. Just 2 months after his marriage Pte. Jones 
was taking part in a tactical scheme of a night training operation travelling in a 
large army truck with the driver and two officers at 1:15 a.m. The vehicle hit a 
bump on the trail and the driver hit his head and lost control of the vehicle which 
ended up in the Ottawa River. In the pitch black dark the other 3 survived but Pte, 
Jones drowned, and his body was found at 6:20 a.m.  

 
The findings of a full military hearing were that “The accident was not the fault of the driver or the vehicle”. 
There were more than a dozen witnesses and Company Commander John Amer Howe was one of them.  
James Edward Jones had died from drowning and had a small laceration on the top of his head. He is 
buried in Sanctuary Park in Port Elgin.  

 
 WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 Researched and written by: G. William Streeter 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Just what you needed to know…. 

 I once dated a girl with a twin and people always asked me how I could tell them apart..... 
It was simple, Alison painted her nails red, and Bob had a beard.  

 Ring your own doorbell on your way to bed. This will clear the dogs off the bed.  

 I went to an Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting. Anonymous my eye. I knew everyone there!! 

 In a society that has you counting money, kilos, calories, and steps, be a rebel and count your 
'blessings' instead.  

 I just asked myself if I'm crazy, and 'We all said No'.  

 Don't worry about 'getting old'. Worry about 'thinking old'.  

 You can do a hundred things right and someone will always point out the ONE thing you did 
wrong.  

 Being a 'little older', I am very fortunate to have someone call and check on me every day. He is 
from India and he is very concerned about someone scamming me and hacking into my 
Computer/Banking details. He is always helpful and asks for my Password to fix my problem.  

 After that 'Covid thing' last year, my 'going out' clothes have missed me so much.  I put them on 
and they hugged me so tightly, I could barely breathe.  

 I told my wife she should 'embrace her mistakes'....She gave me a hug 
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