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Inside this issue you will find what is happening this 
month with Committee Reports, general information and 
a wee bit of humor too.  We welcome your articles and 
will be more than glad to insert them in future issues.  
Thanks to those who have submitted in the past.  Anyone 
wishing to contribute to the Branch Line please submit 
your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com. 

 
 

Our Pumpkinfest Meat Draw is on Sat. October 1st.  Join us in the Club Room for 
an afternoon of fun and social time with friends.  Games start at 4:00 pm.   
 
Come early and visit the Pumpkinfest Craft Show in the main hall.  Start your 
Christmas shopping early! 
 

Branch open SATURDAY 11 – 8:00 pm and SUNDAY 12 – 7:00 pm 
 
We wish all your families a very happy Thanksgiving. Time to reflect how much we have to be grateful for 
– enjoy the time with your family and friends. 
 
Halloween is fast approaching.  Keep a watchful eye for our young ghosts and goblins while they enjoy 
their door to door trick or treating. 
 
Tickets are on sale at the Bar for our annual Christmas Raffle and for our Zone C-4 Elimination Draw.  
Please purchase tickets and support our Legion. 
 
 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at branch340newsletter@gmail.com 
Accessible formats are available upon request 
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2022 – 2023 Branch 340 Executive 
 

President Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Immediate Past President Dan Kelly  dankelly@bmts.com 519-389-2352 

1st Vice President Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

2nd Vice President Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Secretary / Treasurer Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903 

Chaplain Rev. Chuck Beaton  cjbeaton5@gmail.com 519-797-5586 

     

Executive Monica Carere  mony_c26@hotmail.com 519-835-9741 

 Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

 Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 

 Craig Bell  bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771 

 Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

 Gord Kelly   gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057 

     

LA Liaison Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Bar Chairman Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903 

     

Bursary Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

By-laws Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Charity Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Hall Rental Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 

Honours & Awards Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Leadership Development Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Membership Craig Bell  bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771 

Poppy Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Property Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Public Relations Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Seniors Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hobson  hobson@bmts.com 519-386-6078 

Service Officer  Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Sports Gord Kelly   gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057 

Veteran Services Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Ways & Means Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Youth Education Monica Carere  mony_c26@hotmail.com 519-835-9741 

Air Cadets Liaison Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Nevada Andrew Reinhart  andyreinhart@hotmail.com 519-708-0553 

Track & Field Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 
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2022 – 2023 Branch 340  
Ladies Auxiliary Executive 

 

President Diana Tripp 

1st Vice President Anne Marie Kinsman 

2nd Vice President Sharen Maas 

Treasurer Diana Tripp 

Secretary Vicky Taylor 

Sergeant-at-Arms Anne Marie Kinsman 

Sports Officer Linda Virgo 

 Sharen Maas 
Executive Meryl Cramp 

 Elaine Esplen 

 Marilyn Noble 

 Linda Virgo 

 

 
 

 

President’s Report 

 

Well folks it looks like Fall is upon us.  No more 30 days of sunshine on the 
beaches and patios.  However, I know of a nice warm place where you, your 
family and friends can come and share your tales of summer fun. It’s your Legion 
Branch. 
 
Without your support our Branch will be in trouble.  We need all of our members 
to come in and support us if only for a couple of hours each month.  Every visit 
helps. 
 
We are pleased the Pool and Dart leagues are on-going.  Pool tables, dart and 
shuffleboards boards are always ready to use in the Games Room. 

 
Your Executive has been working hard to make sure our Branch is the best it can be.  We have attended 
all relevant seminars and have been well represented at Conventions.  All of our business and financials 
are up to date. 
 
Please bring forth any ideas you might have to make our Branch more appealing.  Remember there is no 
such thing as a bad idea.   
 
I hope to see you, your friends and any ideas at the Branch soon.  
 
President Robert Harrison 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
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Bursary Report 

 
As of September 1

st
 we are now open to accept bursary applications for the 2022-

2023 season.  Bursaries with an award for $1,000 per year for: 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  
 
(1) Ex-Service personnel or currently serving members of The Canadian Forces 
(Regular, Reserve, and Merchant Navy) and their children and grandchildren. 
Commonwealth war veterans and their children and grandchildren.  
 
(2) Ordinary and Life members of The Royal Canadian Legion and their children 
and grandchildren.  

 

(3) Associate members of The Royal Canadian Legion and their children only.  

 

(4) Ladies’ Auxiliary members and their children and grandchildren.  

 

(5) Step children and step grandchildren may be considered where applicable.  
 
Total family net income of less than $200,000. 
 
We have a large budget of $400,000 this year so if you know of any student who can use a little extra 
money please check out the following website link: www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-
programs/bursaries for more details; or, feel free to call me on how to apply.  
 
Cde Robert Harrison 
Bursary Chair 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
 

 
 

 

 

Hall Rental 

 
The past months have been very busy with hall rental bookings for various 
functions.  It is a pleasure to speak with the various groups and individuals on 
how our Branch can host their event and ensure that their requests are taken 
care of. 
 
We look forward to you booking our facility for your future social events. Special 
consideration is given to the fee schedule when renting to non-profit 
organizations. 
 
Please contact me for more information when considering a venue for your 
event.   

 
Cde Bernice Ribey 
Hall Rental Chair  
1bernie@bmts.com 
 
 

http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries
http://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries


 

          

 
Page 5 of 20 

 
 

 
 

 

Honours & Awards Report 

 
Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an important 
part of the Honours & Awards Chair.   
 
When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of ensuring our 
Branch functions continue, we build strong and continuous relationships, and we 
build a stronger Branch. 
 
If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please contact 
me with this members particulars and confidentially the H&A Committee will 
evaluate the nomination. 
 

 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Honours & Awards Chairman 
thjacques@bmts.com 

 

 
 

 

Membership Report 

 
Hello Comrades. We had four initiations this month. 
 
I would like to welcome Joe Brunato, Don Lindhorst, Sherryl & Mario Petricevic as 
new members. 
 
Early Bird prices are upon us, please use one of the options below and get your 
2023 membership dues taken care of.  Dues are $50 from September 1

st
 to 

November 30
th
. 

 
As we kick off into October membership numbers remain the same. We hopefully 

are going to get a few new members initiated in the coming month.  
 
If you have not renewed your 2022 membership please consider doing that. You can make your payment: 
 

1. On-line by going to legion.ca on the computer 

2. Come into the branch when we are open (3 – 8 pm Monday to Saturday) 

3. Contact me at bellcr@bmts.com to make other arrangements. 

We will remember them. 
 
Cde Craig Bell 
Membership Chair 
bellcr@bmts.com 
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If you are a Snow Bird….. Why not an Early Bird? 

 
 

Before you fly south for a winter's relaxation, become an Early Bird by paying next year's 
dues between September 1st and November 30th. Then you can preen in the sun, knowing 
you've ensured there'll be no loss of Legion service or membership privileges. Remember, if 
you wait it may be your feathers that are ruffled later. 

 

 

 
 
Renew your membership today!   
 
The Legion’s Early Bird Campaign is on until November 30th — don’t miss your opportunity to maintain 
the many benefits of your Legion membership.   
 
When you renew your membership by the early bird deadline, you: 

 

• Keep your account in good standing 

• Maintain years of continuous service 

• Support the Branch and its programs  

• Ensure delivery of LEGION Magazine 

 
To renew your membership, visit our Branch before November 30th or mail your membership dues in 
the amount of $50.00 directly to our address below.  
 
For your convenience, you can also renew online at portal.Legion.ca. Once registered online, you have 
the option to set your membership to auto-renew to be billed automatically each year.   
 
Encourage a friend or family member to join, too! Every member makes a difference.  
 
We look forward to seeing you soon.  
 
Branch Contact Information 

 

Contact name: Craig Bell 

Address: 630 Green Street, P. O. Box 359 

Port Elgin, Ontario N0H 2C0 

Telephone: 519-389-9917 

E-mail: Branch340@eastlink.ca 
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Last Post 
 

 

 
 

 Her Royal Majesty Queen Elizabeth II  
    
 Ron (Rip) Carr Associate Member  
    

 
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,  

AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN, 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Poppy Report 

 
Dear Comrades: 
 
Preparations for our 2022 Poppy Campaign is underway and will run from 
Friday, October 28th to Friday, November 11th. 
 
While COVID is not completely eliminated, we expect that we will still have 
to take some precautions with personal canvassing at a distance with 
masks recommended and a separate table (i.e. a folding table) where 

possible will be set up to hold the Poppy Box and our TipTapPay machines (we will have 3 this 
year) so social distancing can be maintained and the money insert holes will again be made a 
little larger so that donations can easily be deposited by those making the donations. 
 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=457&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4GZAG_enCA447CA449&biw=979&bih=388&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsl&tbnid=kCYPjxT_dDD-ZM:&imgrefurl=http://daystillinmind.blogspot.com/2012/05/connect-to-your-guardian-angel.html&docid=Ug4kprWom7RZtM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fbD5h-V70zc/T7rpnxVzM9I/AAAAAAAAAZc/QTfmQExMX68/s1600/guardian-angels-2.jpg&w=650&h=519&ei=f8OLUOSWCofi0gGk9YGIDA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=903&sig=107718119091148497313&page=33&tbnh=131&tbnw=163&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:61,s:400,i:187&tx=92&ty=72
http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=457&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1T4GZAG_enCA447CA449&biw=979&bih=388&tbm=isch&prmd=imvnsl&tbnid=kCYPjxT_dDD-ZM:&imgrefurl=http://daystillinmind.blogspot.com/2012/05/connect-to-your-guardian-angel.html&docid=Ug4kprWom7RZtM&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fbD5h-V70zc/T7rpnxVzM9I/AAAAAAAAAZc/QTfmQExMX68/s1600/guardian-angels-2.jpg&w=650&h=519&ei=f8OLUOSWCofi0gGk9YGIDA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=903&sig=107718119091148497313&page=33&tbnh=131&tbnw=163&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:61,s:400,i:187&tx=92&ty=72
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Approval for Air Cadets to participate in the Poppy Campaign has been delegated to the RCSU 
(Regional) COs and they will be able to authorize based on local COVID and PHM conditions. 
 
Again, we will have an Ad Mail Campaign. Envelopes and return Donation envelopes pre-
printed along with a small information insert which I expect will be ready by the end of 
September/early October.  This mass mailing campaign for our Legion will again require very 
strong Branch member volunteer support and to date I really appreciate the number of new 
members who have offered to help as well as many of you who have helped in the past. It is a 
big job and any new volunteers will be gladly accepted to put together the 4,200 Poppy 
Campaign mailing packages needed to be sent to Port Elgin households.  We expect to have 
afternoon and some evening sessions to assemble the mailing packages as well as Poppy bags 
for our counter Poppy boxes (100+ will be needed). An email schedule with further details 
will be sent out to all those who volunteer as soon as we receive the printed materials. The 
actual Ad Mail packages will be delivered to the Post Office on the afternoon of October 27th 
so that they are in the mail for the start of the Poppy Campaign, Friday, October 28th.  
 
Hopefully, we can count on your support this year by volunteering to put mailing packages 
together and/or as a canvasser where needed.  
 
Uniforms are not required to canvass.  All canvassers will be provided with Volunteer Ribbons.  
 
Canvassers will be required starting Friday, October 28th and be required Monday thru to 
Saturday during the 1st week of the Poppy Campaign and then Monday thru to Thursday 
November 10th in the second week. Daily time slots are 9 am-11 am, 11 am-1 pm, 1 pm-3 pm 
& 3 pm-5 pm.  
 

Volunteer Canvassers, please email me at alex.taylor@bmts.com or phone me 
at 519-389-2616 with your preferred day(s) and time(s).  I will regularly post on 
a bulletin Board in the Club Room, those days/times already filled.  Please 
contact me directly with your preferred dates and times. DO NOT ADD to list on 
the Bulletin Board.  
 
Why are personal canvassers so important? First, donations are doubled to quadrupled when a 
live canvass volunteer is present vs. an unattended Poppy Box. In cases, where corporate policy 
will not allow us to put a Poppy Box(es) in a store, it increases our collections from that location 
from 0% to 100% when a canvasser is present. 
 
Our 2021, Poppy Campaign successfully raised over $40,000 and we have provided funding or 
donated over $35,000.00 in support of our Veterans and their families.  A very determined 
effort by our Branch will again be required to repeat last year’s success! 
 
The success of our Poppy Campaign in 2022 more than ever will rely on you, our Poppy 
Campaign mass mailing and canvasser Volunteers.  
 

mailto:alex.taylor@bmts.com
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Please send me an email expressing your interest in Volunteering and your contact details. I 
look forward to hearing from you. I will ensure that you will be personally contacted and 
offered a role. Your time will be greatly appreciated to make our 2022 Campaign another 
success! 
 
Lest We Forget! 
 
Cde Alex Taylor 
Poppy Chair,  
Cell - 519-385-0816, Home -519-389-2616, alex.taylor@bmts.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Sports 

 
The Branch had one team entered in the Provincial Golf Tournament which was 
held in Clinton on September 17, 2022.  The team did well and ended up at four 
over par. Congratulations to Larry Dudgeon and Charlie Roopnaraine. 
 
 
 
Cde Gord Kelly 
Sports Chair 
gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Veteran Services 

 
 

Your Royal Canadian Legion is committed to making a difference in the lives of 
Veterans and their families, providing essential services in our communities, and 
remembering the men and women who sacrificed for our country.  Please contact 
me and we will do our best to accommodate your needs. 
 
Cde Trish Frizzell 
Veteran Service Officer  
Legion340@trishfrizzell.com 
 

 

mailto:alex.taylor@bmts.com
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Ways & Means 

 
Pumpkinfest Meat Draw is October 1

st
 starting at 4:00 pm. Please join us in 

the Club Room.  The following Meat Draw will be on Saturday, October 22
nd

. 
 
As of Friday, September 30

th
 the BBQ Committee have concluded their events for 

the year.  Consideration is being given to hosting other dinners in the coming 
months.   Please come and support these fundraising events.   
 
After an unexpected delay the Bingo Committee will be ready to start the weekly 
Wednesday Bingos starting October 5

th
.  We apologize for any previous 

inconvenience but hope you can join us.   
 

We thank everyone for their continued support and look forward to seeing you at the Branch 
 
A calendar of planned monthly events is printed in this bulletin.  Please note that dates are subject to 
change. 
 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Ways & Means Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 
 

 
 

 

Youth Education  

 
 
Plans are underway for the 2022 Poster and Literary Competition.  The 
information package will be sent to the schools beginning the week of October 
3

rd
.  It has been a few years now since our last competition so we are 

anticipating a high number of submissions for all the categories.    
 
Judging will take place on Sunday, November 13, 2022. 
 
The decision has yet to made by District if there will be a Public Speaking 
Competition in 2023.   
 
 

 
Cde Monica Carere 
Youth Education Chair      
Mony_c26@hotmail.com 
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Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary  

 
Hello and welcome to shorter days and cooler nights. 
 
We’re here to help you celebrate whatever occasion you may want to have.  We 
continue to provide sandwich lunches for Celebrations of Life at a cost of $9.00 per 
person.  We are also available to provide soup and sandwich lunches for personal or 
business functions at a cost of $10 per person.  
 
Please keep in mind that we also rent out our kitchen so plan your party, bring in 
your own already prepared food and use the kitchen to warm or keep cool until 
ready to serve.  

 
We are also going to allow a trial period of renting out our kitchen to eligible caterers (licensed and 
insured) who will provide full dinners prepared in our kitchen, with the holiday season coming up I am 
sure there will be plenty of interest for this and the hall will once again be utilized.   
 
This meant that there were changes that needed to be made to our “Rules and Regulations” which we 
voted on at our September meeting. 
 
Interested in becoming a member, join us at our monthly meeting.  We are in desperate need of new 
members.  Our monthly meetings are every 2

nd
 Tuesday of the month in the upstairs hall at 7:30 pm.   

 
Next meeting is Tuesday, October 11

th
 at 7:30 pm 

 
Thank you everyone for your help and support and stay healthy. 
 
Vicky Taylor 
vicky.taylor@bmts.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Notable Dates for October 2022 
 
The following are national commemorative and notable days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion 
that raise awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something.  

 

 

 
Legion Early Bird campaign / Renewals  
• 1st week of the month National Family Week  
• October 2-8 Mental Illness Awareness Week  
• October 10 World Mental Health Day  
• October 10 Thanksgiving  
• October 14 Van Doos anniversary (1914)  
• October 17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  
• October 24 Anniversary of United Nations (1946)  
• Last Friday in October start of Poppy Campaign  
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Upcoming Branch Events 
Please support the Legion wherever you are 
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Every 25th number drawn will win $50.00   
 
#1 is $100.00 
#498 is $250.00 
#499 is $500.00 
#500 is $1000.00 
 
Good luck and thank you for your support! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Branch 340  
 

Friday Night Barbecues  
 

 
 

On behalf of the BBQ Team we would like to say a heartfelt thank you for your support of our 
Friday evening events this past summer.  We had many Branch members and their families join 
us for the meals and enjoying the social time amongst friends.  To our present friends and our 
new ones – we thank you! 
 
To the members that donated various food items for the meals – most delicious and most 
appreciated!  Special thanks to the Team who hosted the dinner while we were on vacation. 
 
To our BBQ Team - Sue & Derek, Shelley & Jim, Janice & Doug, Bernie and Brian Henderson.  
And to all those who helped in any small way to make our work easier you are thanked also.  
Your support and good work made our events successful and always an enjoyable time.   
 
And finally thanks to all who attended the events; we appreciate your on-going support. 
 
We are planning future dinners and look forward to your support once again at these events. 
 
Bob & Rhonda 
Barbecue Chairs 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
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Zone C-4 
Fall Council and Convention 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 

 

 
Zone C-4 Legionnaires gathered at Chatsworth Branch 464 for our Fall Council and Convention on 
Sunday, September 25, 2022.    
 
The Council Meeting included reports from Branch Presidents and the consensus is that business is 
being handled well by the respective Branches.   
 
After the session, it was time for our parade at the Chatsworth monument.  It was a very nice day for the 
service and then back to the Branch for some lunch. . 
 
The afternoon Convention session heard the Zone Officer’s Reports and again the reports were well 
done. 
 
Members from the other Zones in our District had Zone Cmdrs. and the LA Cmdrs. being represented.  
Comments included their thanks for the invitation; reports were informative and a well-run meeting in 
general. 
 
The District C Convention will be held on Sunday, October 16, 2022 at Guelph Branch 234. 

 

 
Photos courtesy of Kathryn Eastwood 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNtpzG7K3PAhVq0YMKHY1OBb8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhalloweenfunky.com%2Ffall_leaves_and_pumpkins_clipart&bvm=bv.133700528,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGafQEZCmowxU-GSX1iV0B2Mmf3qg&ust=1475007288453768
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNtpzG7K3PAhVq0YMKHY1OBb8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhalloweenfunky.com%2Ffall_leaves_and_pumpkins_clipart&bvm=bv.133700528,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGafQEZCmowxU-GSX1iV0B2Mmf3qg&ust=1475007288453768
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We Will Remember Them 

OPERATION MANNA – April 29, 1945 

 

 
For the people of the Netherlands, the winter of 1944/45 was referred to as “Hongerwinter” or hunger 
winter”. They lived in starvation as food supplies had been cut off by the German occupiers and this, 
paired with a lack of fuel for heating their homes, led to an estimated 20,000 civilian deaths. 
 
By April, half of the country had been liberated but for those in the central and northern part the suffering 
continued. Starving people were eating tulip bulbs to survive.   
 
Negotiations for a truce to allow the unimpeded delivery of food by an airdrop was negotiated by Prince 
Bernard of the Netherlands, with the permission of Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt.  The 
Germans were represented by Reichskommissar Arthur Syess-Inquart. The major obstacle was that the 
German anti-aircraft artillery was positioned to shoot flak up at the Allied bomber formations on the way to 
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their raids over Nazi Germany. Another issue was the British, Canadian and allied armies were still 
pushing forward in the area where many of the rations would need to be dropped. 
 
The negotiations were held with the assistance of Swiss and Swedish emissaries. As well there was a 
Russian representative present. The deliberations resulted in Operation Manna, named after an episode 
in the book of Exodus when food was miraculously provided to the Israelites. One of the key agreements 
was that certain corridors would be “open” allowing Allied airmen to fly through, with the promise from the 
Germans that they would not be fired upon by anti-aircraft artillery. The fact that the planes would be 
flying at 400 feet or below (for the safety of the parcels) gave much for the crewmen to be worried about. 
The date selected for the British to start was April 29

th
. Included with the British RAF were squadrons from 

the Australian, Canadian, New Zealand and Polish air forces.   Seven thousand tonnes of food were 
prepared for the drop. Included were such staples as dried eggs, milk powder, salt, margarine, dried 
yeast, mustard, cheese, luncheon meat, tea, chocolate, and white flour for what the Dutch would call 
“liberation bread”.  
The following are excerpts from a book by Ted Barris titled “Days of Victory”.  
 
The April 29 plan called for 16 Lancaster Bomber aircraft from Squadron 625 to depart their base in 
Britain. They would be joined by 242 other Lancaster bombers and dozens of Pathfinder Mosquito 
Bombers enroute to the Dutch Coast. 
 
One of the 625 Squadron aircraft was piloted by Captain Joe English from Calgary with his crew of four 
Canadians, one Briton and an Australian. They had previously completed 30 bombing operations which 
would have accounted for a full tour of duty. They had named their aircraft “M for Mabel”. 
Upper mid-gunner Burke Thomas from Cardston Alberta was instructed to place plastic caps over the 
muzzles of every gun and to not fire unless fired on.  
 
On route to the Dutch coast “M for Mabel’s” navigator, Harvey Gottried had been briefed that drop zones 
would be clearly marked with green lights and white cloth crosses on the ground. Gottfried had to 
navigate the Lancaster through a cloud base at about five hundred feet as well as rain and snow 
showers. They reached the Dutch coast, just after 1:30 p.m. and the clouds had dispersed, and visibility 
had improved. 
 
Gottfried, normally would never leave his post but this being a daylight trip, he ventured to a nearby 
window to witness history in the making. Looking down, the navigator from “SAUGEEN ONTARIO” could 
see the German anti-aircraft guns and knew that if they fired, the damage they could cause to the 
Lancaster would be disastrous. 
 
At this point I stopped reading the book and thought about this:  A local guy from our community was right 
there at this most important moment in time.  
 
Before we talk about Harvey Gottfried, let’s wrap up April 29, 1945. 
By days end, 246 Lancaster’s had flown from bases North of London and 239 of them had successfully 
dropped more than five hundred tons of food at four appointed Dutch drop zones – the Waalhaven 
aerodrome, the Ypenburg airport, the Valkenburg airfield and the racetrack near The Hague. 
 
The food drops continued until May 7

th
 the date of Germany’s surrender. 

 
What a wonderful way to end that horrible war. And a young man from our community played a part in 
making life better for many. 
 
For the Story of Harvey Gottfried read next month’s newsletter. 
 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 
Thanks to Ted Barris - Author of Days of Victory. 
Researched and written by: G. William Streeter 
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Ground Activity after Drop 

 
 

Painting  of airplane doing drop 
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Branch 340 Annual Christmas Draw 

 

“By Golly….Be Jolly” 
 

 

Tickets are on sale now for your chance to win a wine themed gift basket valued at $200.  Tickets are 
$2.00 each or 3 for $5.00.  Good luck to all! 
 
The Committee is encouraging all members to be involved with this fundraising project.  Please contact 
the undersigned if you are able to sell tickets and your participation will make this a successful 
endeavour.  
 
Draw date is December 17

th
 at 6:00 pm in the Branch Clubroom.  Proceeds will benefit our local youth 

and community programs.   
 
 
Rhonda Harrison 
Charity Committee 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
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PORT ELGIN LEGION – BRANCH 340 
2022 - MONTHLY EVENTS  
(Event Dates subject to change) 

               

Statutory Holidays  

 

Meat Draws  

 

OCTOBER 2022  NOVEMBER 2022  DECEMBER 2022 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

      1   1 2 3 4 5     1 2 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

23 24 
25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30     25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 

30 31 1 

 
 


