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Inside this issue you will find what is happening this 
month with Committee Reports, general information and 
a wee bit of humor too.  We welcome your articles and 
will be more than glad to insert them in future issues.  
Thanks to those who have submitted in the past.  Anyone 
wishing to contribute to the Branch Line please submit 
your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com. 

 
I am pleased to inform you that your 2022-2023 Executive Committee has a full slate of officers for the 
coming term.  Each executive member will be responsible for a Standing Committee for the term of office 
i.e. Leadership Development, Legion Seniors, Membership, Poppy, PRO, Sports, T & F, Veterans 
Services and Youth Ed. As the new executive members get acquainted with their new positions more 
information will be available in future issues of this bulletin. We wish them all a great year and thank them 
for their willingness to serve.  
 

Representatives from the Lamont Sports Park Fundraising Campaign will be 
giving a presentation at the General Meeting on Tuesday, June 7th at 7:30.  Mike 
Myatt, Committee Co-Chair, will be available after the presentation to answer any 
questions and listen to your concerns.   
 

Welcome to Branch 340 

 

 

Monday 3:00 –   8:00 pm 
Tuesday 3:00 –   8:00 pm 
Wednesday 3:00 – 10:00 pm 
Thursday 3:00 –   8:00 pm 
Friday 3:00 –   8:00 pm 
Saturday 3:00 –   7:00 pm 
Sunday Closed 

 

 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at branch340newsletter@gmail.com 

Accessible formats are available upon request 
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2022 – 2023 Branch 340 Executive 
 

President Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Immediate Past President Dan Kelly  dankelly@bmts.com 519-389-2352 

1st Vice President Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

2nd Vice President Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Secretary / Treasurer Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903 

Chaplain Rev. Chuck Beaton  cjbeaton5@gmail.com 519-797-5586 

     

Executive Monica Carere  mony_c26@hotmail.com 519-835-9741 

 Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

 Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 

 Craig Bell  bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771 

 Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

 Gord Kelly   gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057 

     

LA Liaison Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Bar Chairman Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-832-2903 

Bursary Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

By-laws Norma Dudgeon  branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Charity Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Hall Rental Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 

Honours & Awards Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Leadership Development Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Membership Craig Bell  bellcr@bmts.com 519-386-7771 

Poppy Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Property Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Public Relations Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Seniors Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

Service Officer  Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Sports Gord Kelly   gordonakelly1973@gmail.com 519-389-6057 

Veteran Services Trish Frizzell  legion340@trishfrizzell.com 519-706-0374 

Ways & Means Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Youth Education Monica Carere  mony_c26@hotmail.com 519-835-9741 

Air Cadets Liaison Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Nevada Andrew Reinhart  andyreinhart@hotmail.com 519-708-0553 

Track & Field Bernice Ribey   1bernie@bmts.com 519-832-8783 
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2022 – 2023 Branch 340  
Ladies Auxiliary Executive 

 

President Diana Tripp 

1st Vice President Anne Marie Kinsman 

2nd Vice President Sharen Maas 

Treasurer Diana Tripp 

Secretary Vicky Taylor 

Sergeant-at-Arms Anne Marie Kinsman 

Sports Officer Linda Virgo 

 Sharen Maas 
Executive Meryl Cramp 

 Elaine Esplen 

 Marilyn Noble 

 Linda Virgo 

 

 
 

 

President’s Report 

 
We are just starting a new term of office at the Legion as our year end is May 
31

st
. 

 
I am happy to report that we have a full Executive. I am pleased to welcome 
Monica Carere, Trish Frizzell, Bernice Ribey and Craig Bell. I am sure that their 
much needed younger views of things will be a great asset. I would also like to 
thank the outgoing Executive for their years of service. 
 
I would like to thank the general membership for allowing Rhonda and I to attend 
the Provincial Convention. It was a long few days on the convention floor listening 
to Resolutions, Provincial Chair reports, presentations and elections.  It was very 

informative and approximately $600,000 (594,544.05) was donated for all of the various charitable 
committees and including approximately $97,000 (96,560.60) for service dogs. As a footnote, we had 5 
service dogs at the convention so we could see how important these animals are to our veterans. 
 
Cde Derek Moore, District C, has been elected Provincial President and Cde Lynn McClellan, District C 
newly elected 1

st
 Vice President. We have known both of them for many years and I am confident they 

will do a great job. 
 
We will be starting our Friday BBQ on June 3

rd
. A calendar of dates will be provided in this issue. Please 

contact Rhonda at 519-389-4806 or email at bnrshow@eastlink.ca if you would like to volunteer a couple 
of hours. Volunteers are needed for cooking, set-up/clean-up.  Food donations of salad or dessert would 
be greatly appreciated. Let Rhonda know so we can determine what week would be suitable to avoid 
duplication of services and donations. 
 
I am pleased to report that our flat roof has been replaced and we have no current problems. We are 
looking at future maintenance needs. 
 
Please plan to attend our General Meeting on Tuesday, June 7

th
 at 7:30 as we have invited Mike Myatt 

and his team to do a short presentation on the Lamont Park facility. The Committee is asking for our 
support for this project.    
 



 

          

 
Page 4 of 17 

 
 

 
 

This will also be the last General Meeting until September so if you have any issues please bring them 
forth at this time. 
 
President Robert Harrison 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 

 

 

 

Honours & Awards Report 

 
At the May 3

rd
 General Meeting awards were handed out to those Executive 

Officers who have completed their term of office from 2019-2022 and were 
eligible for the respective award. I am pleased to recognize the following with 
their respective medals and bars. Branch 340 thanks you for your service. 
 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Honours & Awards Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

President Robert Harrison 
receives his Past President Medal 

and Bar, Leadership Bar and 
Track & Field Bar 

 

Cde Patty Kelly receives her 
Youth Education Bar 

Cde Tom Jacques receives his 
Honours & Awards Bar 
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Membership Report 

 
Hello Comrades. Membership has calmed down now and it is time to get caught 
up with people that have not paid their membership for this year.  
 
There was one initiation this month. I would like to welcome Jack Chatterton as a 
new member. Jack is a veteran and is 92 years old. He has never been a Legion 
member and always wanted to join. I am glad he decided to join our Branch.  
 
We did have some interesting happenings this month. I still have two people to 
initiate. They have been busy with farming and traveling. I contacted them last 
week and they were in Saint John Sur Richelieu watching their son graduate from 
basic training. Exciting for them and I hope to get them initiated this week. 

 
To date we have 413 paid up members. 2022 membership stickers are located at the bar in our Club 
Room. If you have not renewed your 2022 membership please consider doing that. You can make your 
payment: 
 

 On line by going to Legion.ca on the computer 

 Come into the Branch when we are open (3 - 8 pm Monday to Saturday; Wednesday 3 -10 pm) 

 Contact me at dankelly@bmts.com to make other arrangements. 

I would like to congratulate Craig Bell for joining the Branch 340 Executive. Craig will be your Membership 
Chair starting June 1

st
. Good Luck Craig, I know you will do well. 

 
We will remember them 
 
Cde Dan Kelly 
Membership Chair 
dankelly@bmts.com 
 

 
 

 
 

Happy 90th birthday! This is the perfect occasion to celebrate you and your 

life. You are more than our role model — you're our hero.  

Wishing you more joy and health than you ever expected on your 90th 

birthday...and every day afterward. 

 
 

Please join us in celebrating the 90
th

 birthday of our friend and fellow comrade Chris Kemp 
 

Well-wishers are invited to participate in a drive-by procession at his residence at  
939 Piccadilly Drive on June 20

th
 at 1:00 pm 

 
:  

Alex Taylor:    alex.taylor@bmts.com                        Vicky Taylor:    vicky.taylor@bmts.com 



 

          

 
Page 6 of 17 

 
 

 
 

 

Poppy Report 

 
Again, while this report may seem somewhat repetitious, it remains that our 
Veterans’ needs are a year around endeavour and this year’s Poppy Campaign 
success will mean that more funds are available to be used to address their most 
urgent needs. We appreciate any donations made throughout the year. Each year 
we have Veterans and projects that need assistance. 
 
As always, if any member is aware of any veteran, whether a Legion member or 
not, who may need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
alex.taylor@bmts.com or Trish Frizzell, our Branch Service Officer, at 
legion340@trishfrizzell.com who can contact the veteran directly to assess any 
support that may be required. .  

 
As the limitations put on us due to the COVID-19 pandemic have now been lifted, we look forward to 
seeing you, our members and friends, at the growing number of events we are able to participate in over 
the upcoming months as we continue to strive to assist and comfort our Veterans who have served us so 
well! 
 

Lest We Forget! 
 

In Comradeship, 
 
Cde Alex Taylor      
Poppy Chair 
alex.taylor@bmts.com 

 
 

 

Veteran Services 

 

 
 
 

Your Royal Canadian Legion is committed to making a difference in the lives of Veterans and their 
families, providing essential services in our communities, and remembering the men and women who 
sacrificed for our country. 
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Ways & Means 

 
Meat Draw tickets have increased due to the rising cost of meat products: 

 Regular draw $3.00 per ticket/2 spins   

 Hip of Beef ticket $3.00 for 1 spin  

 Door prize tickets remain at $1.00  
 
The BBQ Committee will host their first event on Friday, June 3

rd
. Please support 

these events as they are one of our Branch fundraisers.   
 
We thank everyone for their continued support with these events and look forward 
to seeing you at the Branch 
 

A calendar of planned monthly events is printed in this bulletin.  Please note that dates are subject to 
change. 

 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Ways & Means Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary  

 
Happy June to you all, it’s starting to feel a little more summery. My small 
veggie garden is planted and growing.   
 
It is nice to see that the Town is having several of the tree stumps being carved into 
animals at Northshore Park. Go for a drive or a walk and check it out. The 
September storm took down a multitude of trees in that area. 
 
The Ladies are getting busy in the kitchen with several Celebrations of Life; we’re 
renting out the kitchen as well to those who prefer to bring in their own dishes for 
birthday parties, showers, anniversaries etc., so think of us if you are planning a 

party. The upstairs hall is an excellent choice. Just give us a call and we can show you around. 
 
We’re currently not catering any full course dinners as we just don’t have the man power or should I say 
lady power to do this to the high standard that we desire. Perhaps with some additional new ‘youngish’ 
members we can get back to our regular menu. 
 
Our current membership sits at 27, I’m happy to say that we have one new member who we initiated at 
our May meeting. We welcome Susan Hamer to our group. 
 
We are planning to set up a booth with information about our group at the local Marine Festival which is 
happening on July 23

rd
 in Southampton. We will be setting up a putting green for the children with prizes 

to be given for achievements and at the same time will give information to the ‘Moms’ in hopes of 
attracting some new members. 
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Interested in becoming a member, join us at our monthly meeting. We are in desperate need of new 
members. Our monthly meetings are every 2

nd
 Tuesday of the month in the upstairs hall at 7:30 pm.   

 

Next meeting is Tuesday, June 14th at 7:30 pm 
 
Thank you everyone for your help and support and stay healthy. 
 
Vicky Taylor 
vicky.taylor@bmts.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2022-2023 Branch 340 Executive  

 

 
 
 

Back Row L-R:  Monica Carere, Tom Jacques, Gord Kelly, Rev. Chuck Beaton, Craig Bell, Trish Frizzell 
and Bernice Ribey 
 
Front Row L-R:  Dan Kelly, Alex Taylor, Robert Harrison, Rhonda Harrison and Norma Dudgeon 
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2022 - 2023 Election of Officers:   Election Chair – Dan Kelly    
   

Election results: 
 

  President:   Robert Harrison     
  1

st
 Vice President:  Alex Taylor  

  2
nd

 Vice President:  Rhonda Harrison   
Executive:   Craig Bell Gord Kelly    

     Monica Carere Tom Jacques    
     Bernice Ribey Trish Frizzell  

 
Thank you to the following members for their participation with the annual election: 
 
Secretary:     Norma Dudgeon 
Scribe:     Patty Kelly     
Chief Scrutineer:   Ken Martin   
Scrutineers:    Craig Bell / Janice Pepe / Evelyn Martin   
Sgt at Arms:    Mike Hobson 
Door Registration   Evelyn Martin 
 
 

 
 

It's a funny old game…. 
 
Golf! You hit down to make the ball go up. You swing left and the ball goes right. The lowest score wins. 
And on top of that, the winner buys the drinks. 

 
 

 
 

Notable Dates for June 2022 
 
The following are national commemorative and notable days of relevance to The Royal Canadian Legion 
that raise awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate something.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 Pride Month  

 Legion Riders promotion  

 June 1 Sunday Canadian Armed Forces Day  

 June 3-12 Memorial Cup  

 June 4 Miracle at Dunkirk (1940)  

 June 6 Normandy Invasion (D-Day) (1944)  

 Navy Bike Ride  

 June 14 World Blood Donor Day  

 June 19 Father’s Day  

 June 21 National Indigenous Peoples Day  

 June 27 Canadian Multiculturalism Day  

 

 

 
 
Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to 
stand on the very edge of the pool and throw them fish? 
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The Royal Canadian Legion 

52nd Ontario Provincial Convention 

May 14-17, 2022  
 

 
Branch 340 delegates attended the 52

nd
 Provincial in North Bay from May 14-17, 2022. There was a full 

roster of business, reports, resolutions and presentations to cover as we have not had a Provincial 
Conventions since 2019. This was also an election year and all voting ballots and proxy votes were very 
important to elect what Comrades will be leading us through the next coming term. 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that 2 of the elected officers are from our very own District “C” and they 
send a message to all of our readers. 
 
 

Cde Derek Moore, Provincial President 
 

Comrades at Branch 340 Port Elgin and District “C” I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for the support over the years which has finally 
culminated in me being elected Provincial President, Ontario Command. 
 
Sadly though not the entrance that I was planning on. My body and my surgeon 
had other plans. This all began a few years ago when I applied for a “B” Driver’s 
License so I could drive a school bus for a local Mount Forest Company. It was 
during that process, the medical to be precise, that they discovered I had a heart 

murmur, not a big deal at the time but something that had to be monitored going forward. Well as they 
say, “it’s all in the timing”. Shortly into the New Year I was told the murmur now required surgery and fairly 
soon, I knew then it was going to screw something up, I’m just not that lucky. Sure enough May 10

th
 was 

the chosen date at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener, the procedure, Aortic Tissue Valve and Ascending 
Aortic Replacement. Not quite the way I had planned on starting my 3 year term as Provincial President. 
Never the less the surgery went well, and the elections went well. I am looking forward to serving this 
Command, fully committed as always. I have an excellent team of officers and staff whom I know I can 
work with in guiding this command through what I can see as being a difficult three years as we try and 
recover from this terrible COVID pandemic which has kept a few of our Branches closed only now just 
starting to open their doors again to some kind of business. 
 
The theme for the Provincial Convention, “Working Together”, is the theme I will be continuing to promote 
throughout this term. Comrades for us to succeed we will need to be able to “Work Together”. Time to put 
aside those petty differences, we call ourselves Comrades well it’s time we started to act like Comrades 
more often and work towards making our Legion and our Branches a more welcoming place to be. 
  
Comrades I wish you all an enjoyable and pleasant summer and I hope Trish and I will get the opportunity 
to stop in and visit sometime. 
  
Stay safe. 
  
Derek Moore 
 
Provincial President 
The Royal Canadian Legion 
 

 
  
“Working Together” 
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Cde Lynn McClellan, Provincial 1st Vice President 
 
I would like to thank all of the members of Port Elgin Br. 340 who supported me in 
North Bay. I am very excited to be able to represent all of you and all of my 
comrades in District “C”. I look forward to the next three years working with 
Comrade Derek and everyone at Provincial Command. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

District C Colour Party ready to parade 

 

 
 

 A beautiful day for a parade with colour banners  
flying and lots of blues and greys 

 
 

 

About The Royal Canadian Legion 

Founded in 1925, the Legion is Canada’s largest Veteran support and community service 

organization. We are a non-profit organization with a national reach across Canada as well as 

branches in the U.S. and Europe. With 250,000 members, many of whom volunteer an 
extraordinary amount of time to their branches; our strength is in our numbers. 

Public Relations / Media Inquiries: PublicRelations@Legion.ca/ 343-540-7604 - Nujma Bond 
 

 

After they went into the locker room, another golfer who had heard the old guys talking about their game 
went to the pro and said, “I’ve been playing golf for a long time and thought I knew all the terminology of 
the game, but what’s a rider?” 

The pro said, “A rider is when you hit the ball far enough to actually get in the golf cart and ride to it.” 

mailto:PublicRelations@Legion.ca
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Upcoming Branch Events 
Please support the Legion wherever you are 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Friday Night events are one of our best ways of fund-raising.  
Please refer to the calendar in this bulletin for the scheduled 
dates. 
 
We look forward to teaming up with our volunteers from last 
season.  We had such a great time and shared a lot of laughs!  
Please contact the undersigned if you would like to join our BBQ 
Team.  No experience necessary as we would be happy to teach 
new cooks on the use of the equipment.   
 
Most of all we appreciate those who donate salads and desserts 
at each event.  They are always a complement to our table.  We 
look forward to another great season!! 
 

Bob & Rhonda Harrison: 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca          519-389-4806 
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Being an adult is just walking around wondering what you're forgetting. 
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We Will Remember Them 

Murray MacKay Winchester  

 
Murray Winchester was the uncle that our friend Jane Kramer never got to meet.  
 
He was born in Victoria, British Columbia on February 3, 1896, and he was an 
older brother to Jane’s dad, Paul. Their parents were Euphemia and Alex, who was 
a Presbyterian Minister. In 1901, the family moved to Toronto where Alex became 
the Senior Minister at Knox Presbyterian Church on Spadina Avenue. He served 
there until 1919. The family lived at the church home at 30 Spadina Avenue.  
 
As a young man Murray left school and worked at the local Bank of Montreal. With 
the war raging in Europe, he enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force on April 
3, 1916. He signed up to the “220

th”
 (York Rangers) which was a Reinforcing 

Battalion.  He applied for and was granted an officer’s commission.  
 
Training began in Toronto, and it was 6 months later that on September 26, 1916 he left for England from 
Halifax, arriving in Liverpool on October 10. 1916. He immediately went to Shorncliffe in Kent. This was a 
staging centre and training depot for Canadian Forces destined for Europe and France. He finished his 
training session on December 29, 1916 and was assigned to the 12

th
 Reserve Battalion at East Sandling, 

which was the final training camp to prepare soldiers for trench fighting and also to await assignment to 
go to the wars front.  
 
While training at East Sandling, close to the English Channel, Murray came down with tonsillitis on 
February 9, !917 and was hospitalized for 4 days. Then on March 20, 1907

th
 he got his call to the front 

and was assigned to the 75
th
 Battalion. The 75

th
 was battle hardened.  

 
They had been formed in Toronto in early 1915 by Lieutenant Colonel Samuel G. Beckett who had been 
trained as a cavalry officer with the 9

th
 Mississauga Horse. The 75

th
 had been in Europe since arriving in 

England in April 1916. They had seen their first trench action in Belgium, that August, and then in France 
at the Somme and they had fought with distinction at the Regina and Desire Trenches later that year. 
 
On the night of February 28 – March 1, 1917, the 75

th
 was part of a multi-battalion sized raid on German 

positions at Hill 145 at Vimy Ridge. This was in preparation for the larger assault planned for 5 weeks 
later. A total of 1,700 from all ranks participated with 491 from the 75

th
. The battle involved the use of 

phosgene gas by the Canadians. This warned the Germans that an attack was coming, and they were 
fully prepared. The 75

th
 lost 9 officers and 112 other ranks from their total of 491 that had participated.  

Included in the deaths was their commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Beckett.  
 
These losses so depleted the 75

th
 Battalion that its participation in the planned main battle at Vimy Ridge 

was greatly weakened. It was this event that also meant that Murray MacKay Winchester got the call to 
come to France and join the 75

th
 Battalion. He arrived in France on March 24

th
 and joined his group on 

the 26
th
.  It was only a mere 14 days later, on April 9, 1917, at 0530 that the greatest battle ever fought by 

a Canadian Army began.  
 
The 75

th
 Battalion was in the middle trenches right in front of the dug in German trenches. It was the 

Junior Officers that led the challenge out into No Man’s Land.  The 75
th
 was one of the first to lead the 

attack.  At 1500 hours the area assigned to the 75
th
 was reported cleared and 40 German soldiers were 

brought in as prisoners. The next morning Lieutenant Murray Mackay Winchester did not answer roll call 
and was reported “Missing in Action”.  The battle on Vimy Ridge continued until April 12 when the 
Canadians very proudly declared victory. 
 
The final entries in the military record for Lieutenant Winchester read: 

 Reported Missing between April 9 & 12, 1917 

 All available evidence has been collected regarding the above-named missing soldier. Neither 

this office, the unit, the Base, nor the Canadian Red Cross Society, has any information 

suggesting that he may still be alive.  
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 Previous reports of missing, now for official purposes, are that he is presumed to have died on or 

since April 9, 1917. 

Murray Winchester is named on the Vimy Memorial along with 11,824 other Canadian soldiers who died 
in France during that horrible war and whose final resting places are unknown. 
 
Every year thousands of Canadians and others visit the Vimy Battlefield and the Memorial. This sacred 
land has been deeded to Canada by France. The information centre is staffed by McGill University 
students. 
 
On April 3

rd
, 2003 the Canadian Government passed Bill C-227 declaring that April 9

th
 would forever more 

be known as “Vimy Day”. 
 
 
The preamble to the bill reads: 
 
WHEREAS, the Battle of Vimy Ridge on April 9, 1917 was the first time that Canadians from coast to 
coast fought together against a common enemy; 
 
AND WHEREAS the battle of Vimy Ridge is considered by many to be a turning point for our country and 
the beginning of Canada’s march towards Nationhood; 
 
NOW; THEREFORE Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and House of 
Commons of Canada enacts as follows: 

1. This act may be cited as the Vimy Ridge Day Act. 

2. Throughout Canada, in each and every year, the 9
th
 Day of April will be known as “VIMY RIDGE 

DAY”.   

WE WILL REMEBEMBER THEM 
 
Researched and Written by: 
G. William Streeter 
 

                              The Battlefield 

 

             The Vimy Trenches 
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