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LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘΧΦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΧ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ wŜǇƻǊǘǎΧΦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
information and a wee bit of humor too.  We welcome your articles and will be more than glad 
to insert them in future issues.  Thanks to those who have submitted in the past.  Anyone 
wishing to contribute to the Branch Line, please submit your articles to 
branch340newsletter@gmail.com 
 

Our Annual Toy Drive will end on December 13.  Please support this project and help make a 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ /ƘǊƛstmas a little brighter.   
 

Check out the calendar for the upcoming Turkey & Meat Draws for the month. 
 

All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your friends and 
join in the comradeship. 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at 
branch340newsletter@gmail.com 

 

Accessible formats are available upon request. 
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2019 ς 2020 BRANCH 340 EXECUTIVE  

President Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Immediate Past President Dan Kelly  dankelly@bmts.com 519-389-2352 

1st Vice President Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

2nd Vice President Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Secretary Norma Dudgeon  Branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Treasurer Norma Dudgeon  Branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

Sports Officer Gord Kelly   gpkelly@bmts.com 519-389-6057 

Chaplain Chuck Beaton  cjbeaton@sympatico.ca 519-797-5586 

     

Executive Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

 Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

 Patty Kelly   gpkelly@bmts.com 519-389-6057 

 Gord Kelly   gpkelly@bmts.com 519-389-6057 

     

     

     

LA Liaison Patty Kelly   gpkelly@bmts.com 519-389-6057 

Bar Chairman Norma Dudgeon  Branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Bursary Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

By-laws Norma Dudgeon  Branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Charity Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Hall Rental Norma Dudgeon  Branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Honours & Awards Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Leadership Development Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Membership Dan Kelly  dankelly@bmts.com 519-389-2352 

Poppy Alex Taylor  alex.taylor@bmts.com 519-389-2616 

Property Don Dudgeon  Branch340@eastlink.ca 519-389-2876 

Public Relations Rhonda Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 

Seniors Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

Service Officer Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

Sports Gord Kelly   gpkelly@bmts.com 519-389-6057 

Veteran Services Mike Hobson  hobson@eastlink.ca 519-386-6078 

Ways & Means Tom Jacques  thjacques@bmts.com 519-832-6837 

Youth Education Patty Kelly   gpkelly@bmts.com 519-389-6057 

Air Cadets Liaison Blair & Elizabeth Eby  bizebys@gmail.com 519-832-3133 

Nevada Andrew Reinhart  andyreinhart@hotmail.com 519-708-0553 

Track & Field Robert Harrison  bnrshow@eastlink.ca 519-389-4806 
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2019-2020 LADIES AUXILIARY EXECUTIVE 
 

President Diana Tripp 

Immediate Past President Marg Esplen 

1st Vice President Anne Marie Kinsman 

2nd Vice President Sharen Maas 

Treasurer Diane Mills 

Secretary Vicky Taylor 

Sergeant-at-Arms Anne Marie Kinsman 

Sports Officer Diane Mills 

  

Executive Meryl Cramp 

 Bernice Ellis 

 Betty Earnshaw 

 Trish Frizzell 

 Valerie Grieve 

 Linda Virgo 
 

 
 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

 
 

It sure looks like a white Christmas as Mother Nature has already shown 
us what is yet to come.  I hope you are as ready for Christmas as Branch 
340; we have our Christmas decorations up including a new tree in the 
Clubroom. 
 
We have a good number of Christmas parties booked and our LA has once 
again stepped up to cater these events.  Thank you, ladies. 
 

 
We will be having Turkey and Meat Draws every Saturday until Christmas.  The first event will 
be held on Friday, December 6th starting at 8:00 PM so please come out and enjoy the fun. 
 
We had our Annual Branch Inspection on November 5th. We were informed by Zone 
Commander Kathryn Eastwood that our Branch is in top shape and that our finances and 
bookkeeping records are impeccable.  Well done Norma! 
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The Poppy Campaign was very successful this year with a lot of volunteers coming out to 
canvass and count the money.  Thank you goes to Alex Taylor, Poppy Chairman, and to all those 
who volunteered including the Air Cadets.  Without you this great program would not be as 
successful. 
 
Remembrance Day was also very successful despite the cold and wind.  Our parade marshalled 
by Mike Hobson looked very sharp with a well-trained Colour Party.  The rest of the parade 
consisted of Legion members, 340 Air Cadets, Police and Fire Departments and our youth 
organizations in our community.  We went back to the Branch for a lunch prepared and served 
by the Ladies Auxiliary.  Honours & Awards were announced in the afternoon.  The Years of 
Service Pins were presented to those in attendance.  If you are a recipient of a service pin as 
noted further in the bulletin please contact Tom Jacques, H & A Chair, to receive your pin. 
 
Padre Chuck Beaton and I went to Elgin Lodge and visited Cdes Allan Patrick and Diana 
Armstrong, both veterans.  Cde Diana received her 55 year pin, congratulations to you! 
 
We did have a Friday Night Dinner of Ham and Scalloped Potatoes on November 29th.  Thank 
you to those who contributed desserts.  We are going to have a dinner each month starting in 
January.  If any members would like to host a dinner it would be appreciated.  We can provide 
any extra support.  We always have fun at these events so come and join us.   
 
I hope to see you at the Branch for some fun and Christmas cheer.  From our family to yours 
may the holiday season bring only happiness and joy to you and your loved ones.  Merry 
Christmas and a New Year filled with peace and prosperity.     
  
In Comradeship 
 
President Robert (Bob) Harrison 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
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Bursary 
 

 

 
 

It is never too early to think about school funding. 
 
Do you have a child or grandchild going to post-secondary school this fall, if so you could be 
eligible for $750.00 bursary per year for up to 5 years. 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  
(1) Ex-Service personnel or currently serving members of The Canadian Forces (Regular, 
Reserve, and Merchant Navy) and their children and grandchildren. Commonwealth war 
veterans and their children and grandchildren.  
 

(2) Ordinary and Life members of The Royal Canadian Legion and their children and 
grandchildren.  
 

(3) Associate members of The Royal Canadian Legion and their children only.  
 

(4) [ŀŘƛŜǎΩ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  
 

(5) Step children and step grandchildren may be considered where applicable.  
 
Total family net income of less than $150,000. 
 

If you, your child or grandchild would like more information please 
contact me. 
 
A bursary form can be obtained from the Branch or on-line at: 
https://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/youth-programs/bursaries 
 
 
 

 
Robert Harrison 
Bursary Chairman 
519-389-4806 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 

 
 

Q. What did Mrs. Claus say to Santa when she looked in the sky?  
A. "Looks like rain, dear." 

 
 

Q. What did the reindeer say when he saw an elf?  
A. Nothing, reindeer can't talk 
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Hall Rental 
 

 
 

Rental of our spacious, air conditioned hall with its beautiful hardwood 
floor, ideal for dancing is available for both public and private use. We 
can cater for a wide variety of uses including meetings, anniversaries, 
weddings, birthdays, Stag and Does, etc. 
 

Our facility includes a wheelchair accessible washroom and a baby 
change station and is conveniently located in the building for access by 
both males and females. 
 

Our hall rates vary for each occasion and Legion Bar Staff is provided by 
the Branch.  The Ladies Auxiliary is available to cater selected menus to your event. 
 
Special consideration is given to the fee schedule when renting to non-profit organizations. 
 
Please contact Norma Dudgeon at the Legion phone number (519) 389-9917 or email: 
Branch340@eastlink.ca 
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Honours and Awards 
 

 
 

Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an 
important part of the Honours & Awards Chair.   
 
When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of 
ensuring our Branch functions continue, we build strong and continuous 
relationships, and we build a stronger Branch. 
 
If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please 

contact me with this members particulars and confidentially the H&A Committee will evaluate 
the nomination. 
 
Cde Tom Jacques  
Honours & Awards Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 
 

 
 
 

L-R On November 11th Cde Chris Kemp 
received his 30 Years of Service Pin and 
Cde Alice Kemp received her 35 Years 
of Service Pin; also pictured is President 
Robert Harrison   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
On Remembrance Day this year 59 members were recognized with their years of service Legion 
lapel pins. The lapel pins come in 5 year increments and unfortunately only a few were in 
attendance to receive them however please feel free to contact myself to receive your award.   
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YEARS OF SERVICE PINS - 2019 

ORDINARY 

5 Years 10 Years 15 Years 20 Years 25 Years 

  Brett Luxon   Aubrey Christie Andrew Reinhart 

          

          

30 Years 35 Years 40 Years 45 Years 50 Years 

Eugene Horbatiuk   Gordon Button Brent Christmann Mike Hartford 

Chris Kemp 
 

Ken Ingrey     

Bruce Leadbetter   Brynmor Walters   55 Years 

        Diana Armstrong 

          

ASSOCIATE 

5 Years 10 Years 15 Years 20 Years   

Brian Johnston Beth Douglas Brian Cassidy Kathryn Eastwood   

Karen Johnston Lisa Exell Brad Davies Ron Bell   

Robert Simpson Don Turner Cheryl Lawson John Earnshaw   

Jennifer Smith 
 

Terry Plaunt Celeste Eickholdt   

 
    Tom Fenton   

      Jim Reiger   

      Jim Threndyle   

      Peter Tomlinson   

          

          

25 Years 30 Years 35 Years 40 Years 45 Years 

Mary Alexander Bert Hatton Gerald Beauregard John Goluzd Glenn Davies 

Todd Atkinson John Kain Betty Earnshaw Dave Grieve Tom Willins 

Jeff Crawford Sharon Roppel Ken Holdaway Steve Pepe   

Connie Grieve   Alice Kemp     

Len Holley         

Rose O'Reilly        

June Rourke         

Cathy Seville         

          

AFFILIATE-VOTING 

5 Years 10 Years 15 Years 20 Years 
 Betty Ann Guillett Elsie Hammel   Tim Helmuth   

Roxanne Schwandt David Higgins       

Gary Scott Alma Voyce       

Jerry Shipsides         
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Leadership Development 
y   The Royal Canadian Legion   x 

Organization & Structure 
 

 

For The Royal Canadian Legion, every member counts. We offer 
opportunities for all members to help shape the direction of the 
organization. Our policies and positions are determined through a 
member-driven resolution process that invites all members to bring 
forward issues, opportunities and solutions to their Branch. Resolutions 
may then be brought forward for provincial or national consideration by 
the membership. 

The leadership of the Legion is elected by the membership through Branch, 
Provincial and Dominion elections. Legion Branches are autonomous and independently 
operated. Their policies and activities are defined by their membership in accordance with Legion 
by-laws, allowing them to meet the needs of local Veterans and support their community. 
Branches have an elected executive and committees that guide their activities, and volunteer 
Service Officers who can assist local Veterans or refer them to Provincial Command for 
specialized help. 

Provincial Commands have an executive elected by members within the Command. Their role is 
to provide direction and support to their branches and ensure they abide by Legion by-laws. Each 
Command has trained professional Command Service Officers that assist Veterans with benefit 
applications and support. Provincial Commands also develop provincial programs and initiatives 
to meet Veteran needs. Provincial Commands hold Provincial Conventions every two years to 
determine provincial policies and direction for the Command. 

Dominion Command is the national headquarters and is chiefly responsible for all national 
advocacy, Veteran representation and assistance, national program development and 
administrative oversight of the organization. On a national level, positions and policies are 
determined by the Dominion Executive Council (DEC), the national governing body of The Royal 
Canadian Legion. DEC members are comprised of the Dominion President and the Senior Elected 
Officers, elected by the membership at Dominion Convention. DEC also includes the President of 
each Provincial Command and Special Section. Other members including the Dominion Grand 
President and Chairs of the Defence and Security Committee, the Constitution and Laws 
Committee, and the Ritual and Awards Committee, and others as appointed by the Dominion 
President, may attend but are non-voting members of DEC.  

We encourage all members of the Legion to participate in developing the direction of the Legion 
by getting involved at the Branch level, voting in Branch, Provincial Command and Dominion 
Command elections, and taking on leadership roles within the organization. 

https://www.legion.ca/who-we-are/our-members/our-executive
https://www.legion.ca/who-we-are/our-members/our-executive
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Cde Robert Harrison 
Leadership Development 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
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Membership 
 

 
 

In order to maintain a strong Branch, we depend on a healthy 
membership. There is strength in numbers, so if you know anyone who 
would be interested in joining the Legion, bring them by and let them see 
our Branch. All forms for membership can be obtained from the Bar 
Steward. 
 
 
 

 
We have completed the Early Bird Campaign and many members have renewed their 
memberships. As of December 1st dues will be $55.00. 
 
Anyone who has renewed for next year can pick up their 2020 sticker (to be placed on the back 
of your card) from the Bar Steward. 
 
Please keep in mind that the greater our numbers the stronger the Legion will be. If you know 
anyone who you think would be interested in the Legion bring them by our Branch and show 
them around and maybe fill out an application. 
 
Cde Dan Kelly 
Membership Chairman 
dankelly@bmts.com 
 

 

 

 

Last Post 
 

 

 
 

 
Veteran Clint Morden Associate  Howard Chappell 

    
Ladies Auxiliary Shirley Roberts   

    
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,  

AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN, 
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM, 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

 



Page 12 of 32 
 

 

Poppy 
 

 
 

This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tƻǇǇȅ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎfully raised over $27,000. A 5% 
increase over 2018. Again, a campaign this large could not come off 
without the support of our dedicated Branch Member volunteers as well 
as non-member volunteers, the Air Cadet canvassers and the many Port 
Elgin businesses who displayed over 120 Poppy boxes collecting funds for 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tƻǇǇȅ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ hǳǊ businesses and organizations again 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ мнл ǿǊŜŀǘƘǎΣ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ tƻǇǇȅ 
Campaign.  
 

Thank you to all those who purchased wreaths or made donations. Our Veterans rely on us and 
the Poppy Funds we raise, to assist them in their time of need. 
 
The call for canvassing volunteers was again answered by a number of our dedicated members. 
Because the majority of funds raised come from people distributing poppies in stores, all those 
who stepped forward are to be thanked. 11 Air Cadets, with the support of their leader Capt. 
Rob Herborth were a great help again this year covering 2 Saturdays and providing close to 40 
hours of canvassing. These young members of our community showed great initiative and 
support for our Branch and are greatly appreciated. 
 
Heartfelt thanks go out to those Branch Members and non-members who volunteered close to 
160 hours of their valuable time this year to canvass:  
 
Carolyn Russell Mike Howe Clay Cutting   Lyle Lawson    Peter Harrington    

Dan Kelly Anne Eby Kathy Eastwood Shelley Hewson Jane McAllister 

Melinda Myette Jeff Griffin Glenna Snider Janice Pepe Shelley Hewson 

Shirley Jacklin Grant Virgo Mary Galliher Rhonda Harrison Bob Harrison 

Scott Davidson     

 
Kathy Eastwood and Gord Kelly helped me to meet the Poppy Audit requirements for our 2018-
2019 financial reports by reviewing the Poppy Trust Financial Records. 
 
Thanks also to Thelma Kennedy for helping sign out canvassers and counting money with the 
other money counters, Randy Shultz, Jim Connan, Glenna Snider, Larry Dudgeon, Dan Kelly, 
Shelley Hewson, Jan Broderick, Vicky Taylor, Melinda Myette, Trisha Frizzell and Bob Harrison. 
Again, I would like to thank Don Dudgeon along with Les and Kirk Virtue for erecting and taking 
down respectively the Poppy Banner on the side of our building.  
 
As always, NormaΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻǇǇȅ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ 
appreciated! Most important is her dedication to the organization of our Remembrance Day 
Ceremony year in and out! With Remembrance Day falling on a school day, we had another 
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great turnout on Nov. 11th from a large number of school age children even with the light snow 
flurries and cold temperature.   
 
A sincere THANK YOU to all those who volunteered their time this year! 
 

LEST WE FORGET! 
 
Cde Alex Taylor 
Poppy Chairman, Cell - 519-385-0816, Home -519-389-2616 
alex.taylor@bmts.com 
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Sports 
x   Zone C-4 & District C Events   y 

  

 
Eligibility:  All verified paid Members. 

Membership Card is required to be shown at Registration 
**  Sign-up sheets are located on the Games Board in the Club Room  **  

 

Cde Gord Kelly 
Sports Chairman 
gpkelly@bmts.com 
 

 

 

 

Zone 8-Ball on January 5, 2020 
 

Host Branch:  Port Elgin Branch # 340 
Location:         Port Elgin Legion 
Entry Deadline Date:  December 20, 2019     bƻ [ŀǘŜ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ !ŎŎŜǇted  
Registration Time:   10:00 To 10:30 AM 
Game Time:   A.S.A.P. After Registration 
Entry Fee:   $10.00 Per Person  
Only Six (6) Teams Per Zone 
 

 

 

 

Zone Euchre on January 19, 2020  
 

Host Branch:  Paisley Legion Branch # 295 
Location:         Paisley Legion 
Entry Deadline Date:  January 3, 2020     bƻ [ŀǘŜ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ !ŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ  
Registration Time:   10:00 To 10:30 AM 
Game Time:   A.S.A.P. After Registration 
Entry Fee:   $5.00 Per Person  
Only Ten (10) Teams Per Zone 
 

 

 

 

District C Cribbage on January 4, 2020  
 

Host Branch:  Port Elgin Branch # 340 
Location:         Port Elgin Legion 
Entry Deadline Date:  December 20, 2019     bƻ [ŀǘŜ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ !ŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ  
Registration Time:   10:00 To 10:30 Am 
Game Time:   A.S.A.P. After Registration 
Entry Fee:   $40.00 Per Four (4) Person Team 
Restricted to Ten (10) Teams Per Zone 
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Ways & Means 
 

 
Our Ways & Means program continues to have great support from all of 
you. We have seen a steady backing for all our events. Thank you again.    
 
These events will continue this month: The Ladies Tuesday Card Group 
continues to meet in the upstairs hall at 1:30 PM; Bingo will be held each 
Wednesday evening starting at 7:30 PM; Thursday Euchre continues 
weekly starting at 7:30 PM; Saturday Euchre continues weekly in the 
Clubroom at 1:30 pm.  

 
The Turkey & Meat Draws will be starting this month.  The first event is Friday, 
December 6 starting at 8:00 pm.  Events will also be held on Saturday, December 7, 14 
and 21 and start at 4:00 PM.  Plan on joining us and win your Christmas Turkey Dinner. 

 
Tom Jacques 
Ways & Means Chair 
thjacques@bmts.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

As goofy Andy had a habit of giving his wife strange Christmas gifts, she was not surprised when 

he came one night carrying a tiny, branchless tree. Attached to a lone limb was a shotgun shell. 

 

"All right, Andy," said his wife, truly stumped this time.  

"What is it?" 

"Why, honey." George smiled, "it's a cartridge in a bare tree." 
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Youth Education 
 

 
The Royal Canadian Legion 2019 Poster and Literary Remembrance 
competition at our Branch has been completed.  We received 247 entries 
from the schools in Port Elgin of which 43 entries were recognized with 9 
entries submitted to the Zone Level competition.  The pieces submitted 
by the students were quite remarkable and all of the participants are to 
be applauded.   
 
I would like to recognize the parents, the teachers and those staff 

members of the schools who encouraged the children and youth to participate in the 
competition.  Their participation is actually a means to Remembering.   
 
As well I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the volunteers who donated their 
time on a Sunday morning - Stacey & Mike Hobson, Joyce & Jack Chapman with Gord Kelly who 
willingly agreed to be the judges.  
 
Next on the agenda for Youth Education will be the Public Speaking Competition with a date for 
2020 to be determined in the very near future.   
                    
Cde Patty Kelly    
Youth Education Chairperson 
gpkelly@bmts.com 
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How the Christmas Tradition Got Started 
 

Santa was very cross. It was Christmas Eve and NOTHING was going right. 
 

Mrs. Claus had burned all the cookies.  
 

The elves were complaining about not getting paid for the overtime they had accrued while 
making the toys. The reindeer had been drinking all afternoon and were dead drunk. To make 
matters worse, they had taken the sleigh out for a spin earlier in the day and had crashed it into 
a tree.  
 

Santa was furious. "I can't believe it! I've got to deliver millions of presents all over the world in 
just a few hours, but all of my reindeer are drunk, the elves are on strike, and I don't even have 
a Christmas tree! I sent that stupid Little Angel out HOURS ago to find a tree, and he isn't even 
back yet! What am I going to do?"  
 

Just then, the Little Angel opened the front door and stepped in from the snowy night, dragging 
a Christmas tree. He says, "Yo, fat man! Where do you want me to stick the tree this year?"  
 

And thus the tradition of angels atop the Christmas trees came to pass.  
 

 
 

 

Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary 
 

 

Greetings from Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary. 
 
L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ нлнл ς we will all be able to see a little 
clearer!! 
 
So, quick question, where were you around this time in 1999?  When some 
thought that when we rang in the Year 2000 computers would crash, 
ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŀȅƘŜƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚ  
 

December is the time for getting together with friends and family and the ladies of the Auxiliary 
are busy getting prepared for the Christmas parties that we have booked.   Think of us when 
you want to have an event, we can accommodate up to 150 and have a menu that can be 
tweaked to whatever your tastes desire.  We also have several bookings into 2020 
 
As we are a volunteer organization all monies raised from the events we cater to are given back 
to our local community charities including but not limited to Royal Canadian Legion Branch 340, 
The Poppy Fund, Veterans and to the Bursary Program. 
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Our meetings are held every second Tuesday of the month at 7:30PM.  Current members, 
please mark your calendars to attend.  Our Zone Commander had to cancel her November visit 
due to the snow that fell but she will be in attendance this month at 6:30PM conducting her 
review of our books and minutes. 
 
Our membership fee is $25.00 and is now due, thank you to all those who have already paid.  
We currently have 35 members.    
 
The Ladies of Branch 340 Auxiliary wish for you to have a happy and healthy holiday season and 
may all your dreams come true.  
 
Merry Christmas to all. 
 

  
 

L-R:  LA President Diana Tripp presents 
President Robert Harrison with a cheque for 
$5,000. 

 
L-R:  LA President Diana Tripp presents Cde 
Norma Dudgeon with a cheque for $1,000 for 
the Cenotaph Park Fund. 

 
         And just a chart for you to enjoy.  Have a happy December.  

 

Winter

Summer

You are here 

 
 
Vicky Taylor 
vicky.taylor@bmts.com 
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COMMEMORATIVE BANNER PROGRAM 
Clarence Gordon Eagles 

  

 
Clarence Gordon Eagles was known as Gordon with the nickname BUBS.  He was born in 
Southampton on August 3, 1921, another son for William and Annie Eagles who had emigrated 
ŦǊƻƳ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  DƻǊŘƻƴ ƘŀŘ с ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀƎƭŜǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ 
business and Gordon was employed there doing woodworking and carpentry.  He had attended 
local schools and had left after Grade 10. In his words, hŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜƭȅέΦ   
 
It was in 1940 that he decided to enlist in the R. C. A. F.  In August that year, before he left for 
the Recruiting Centre in Toronto, he secured 3 letters of recommendation as he was applying 
for service in Air Crew.  One letter was from the very highly respected local businessman, A. F. 
Bowman; another from the Reeve of Southampton, who also was the local dentist and 
eventually is heralded as the founding Father of the Bruce County Museum, Dr. J. F. Morton 
and the 3rd ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ DƻǊŘƻƴǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ !ō ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ !ƭƭ о ǘƻǳǘŜŘ 
Gordon for his outstanding character and being trustworthy. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƭƛǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ  άDƻƻŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ōƻȅΣ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ has not 
had much experience.  He is alert and accurate and will develop into a good air gunner at the 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέΦ   ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ, Manitoba and Calgary, Alberta for 
Wireless and Gunnery training.  It was September 1941 before he left for England.   
 
Initially he was assigned to the 44th Squadron and on July 17, 1942 he joined the 405th Squadron 
that was flying Halifax Bombers.  His rank was Flight Sergeant Wireless Op./Air Gunner.  On 
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September 2nd the Halifax Bomber and crew he was a member of left their base in Dishforth in 
Yorkshire on a bombing mission.  They were over the North Sea when their aircraft took fire.  
The pilot turned and attempted to return to England.  The valiant attempt came to an end near 
Chapel St. LŜƻƴŀǊŘǎΩ ƛƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴǎƘƛǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ        
                                           
Three of his comrades bailed out over the North Sea and two of them survived. One landed on 
solid ground and lived.  Gordon, being the wireless radio operator, remained at his station until 
crashing was inevitable and he then bailed out over land.  With the fire on board raging, his 
parachute was damaged, and did not function, causing him to die on impact. The remaining two 
crew members, pilot and co-pilot, died as they stayed on board avoiding civilian properties until 
the plane crashed in an open field near a local village.  
 
DƻǊŘƻƴǎΩ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎƘŦƻǊǘƘ .ŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
along with 87 others that made the supreme sacrifice. He is in grave #18.  He was 21 years of 
age.   
 
Lƴ нллп ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ /ƘŀǇŜƭ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘǎΩ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
money to build a monument memorializing the crew that died that night 62 years earlier when 
their plane took fƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƻǘŜŘΣ άLǘ 
passed over the top of our house and a large wing tip with a full tank of petrol in it crashed 
ŀōƻǳǘ рл ȅŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊǿŀȅέΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊƻŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀǎh and a 
ǊŀǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛƭƪ ŎƘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘƘǳŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜέΦ 
hƴŜ ƻŦ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΦ   
 
There are many Eagles family members in our community today including a nephew, Gordon 
Eagles, who was named after his uncle.  His brother Ab, who wrote his letter of 
recommendation back in 1940, lived in Southampton until he was 103, passing away in 2016. 
 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

Researched and written by: G. William Streeter        
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AIR CADETS 
340 (Griffin) Squadron, Port Elgin 

  
 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Air Cadets in Port Elgin. 
 
The #340 Griffin Air Cadet Squadron has had a busy start to this training year.  On September 
14th the squad travelled to Wingham for a day of gliding and ground exercises.   Regular parade 
nights started at SDSS on September 17 with 27 Cadets.  September 27-29 was a survival 
training weekend at Base Borden with the #543 Wingham Squad.  This training included a 
simulated search and rescue with medical attention, building shelters, snares, signal fire 
simulation and other ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƳŜŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀŘŜǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ aw9Ωǎ όƳŜŀƭǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ 
Ŝŀǘύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘΩΗ 
 
October was quieter with an overnight trip to the Canadian Heritage Warplane Museum in 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ΨbƛƎƘǘ hǇǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƛǘh the planes.   
 

 
 
November was filled supporting our local Legions with the annual Poppy Campaign and 
Remembrance Day activities. 
 
Currently the squad is beginning the National Course selection process.  National courses 
include Power Scholarship, Glider Scholarship, International Exchange, Advanced Aviation, 
Advanced Aerospace and Airport Operations. 
 
The squad has League Lottery tickets available for $5.00 each with a chance to win a new 
Subaru.  Please contact Liaisons Blair/Elizabeth or the sponsoring committee chair Brian Rye 
(ryeguy1970@gmail.com) or any of the Cadets for a ticket. 
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The squad, sponsoring committee and Captain Robert Herborth are very appreciative of the 
continued support from Branch #340 and wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season. 
 
In comradeship, 
Elizabeth & Blair Eby 
Air Cadet Liaisons 
bizeybys@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 

Remembrance Day 2019 

 

 

This year turned out to be a very cold and snowy day to honour 
our Veterans and Fallen Comrades but what a pleasure it was to 
see so many of our comrades, children and members of the 
community join us for our Cenotaph service. 
 
I received many thanks and accolades of what a beautiful 
Cenotaph service we presented but I did not do this by myself ς I 
might do the planning and coordinating of Remembrance Day 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ άōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

aware of; I would like to thank all the volunteers that physically helped me and hopefully I 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ 
 
Sound System: Terry Mills, Curt Virtue, Andre Robert 
Wreaths: Cenotaph Setup & Dismantle / Pickup & Put Away 
 Dan Kelly, Tom Jacques, Gord Kelly, Brad Davies, Mike Hobson, 
 Scott Thede, Greg Briggs & little Jacob, Leo Campbell, Ken Martin,  
 Rob Atkinson, Les Virtue, Dave Grieve, Bob Harrison, Rhonda 
 Harrison   
Crosses: ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
 ground 
Wreath tags:   Anne Eby, Mary Galliher 
 
This is only the tip of the iceberg of the preparation but it all comes together for ½ hour on the 
11th day of November.  A few key people that help make our special day a success are: 
 
Poppy Chairman:   Alex Taylor 
Parade Marshall:   Mike Hobson 
Colour Sergeant:   Robert Harrison 
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Our Cenotaph ς Sgt at Arms, Andrew Reinhart is my right hand at the Cenotaph ς he looks after 
the crowd control, makes sure the children are in a spot where they can see, places the Scouts 
and their Colours in a prominent spot by the Cenotaph and assists the Air Cadets with the 
wreaths.  Thank you Andrew for making everything go smoothly and stepping in where needed. 
 
The trailer to haul and store the wreaths was once again donated by Curt Virtue ς not sure 
where we would put 130 wreaths and get them to the Cenotaph without the trailer ς Thanks 
Curt 
 
Our Parade Marshal, Mike Hobson did an excellent job keeping everyone in step as our Pipe 
Band had to decline due to the cold temperature ς apparently the reeds in the pipes freeze; 
ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŜ 
same without the pipes! 
 
Also, Diane Mills and our ladies provided us with an excellent lunch ς as always and thanks to 
Don Dudgeon for helping get the food to the clubroom. Our Colour Party did us proud and our 
!ƛǊ /ŀŘŜǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴƻǘŀǇƘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇŜǊōΦ 
 
Thank you Rev Chuck Beaton for your compassion and thoughtfulness to our Branch and our 
veterans; we have the best Chaplain a Branch could ever ask for. 
 
Until we meet again on November 11th, thank you all! 
 

Norma Dudgeon ς Remembrance Day Chairman 
 

  
 

Branch 340 joined the congregation at the Tolmie Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
November 10th.  Cde Mike Hobson recites the names and Air Cadets Teagan and Sophie 
Penner placed poppies in recognition of our departed veterans. 
 

Feature speaker Cde Ben Wilkie, Royal Marines, spoke of his experience serving in 
Afghanistan. 
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Branch 340  
Charity Donation  

 
 

 
 

Branch 340 is a proud sponsor of the Saugeen Shores Minor Hockey 
ς Legion Pee Wee B Team. 
 
L-R Cde Rhonda Harrison, Charity Chairman, presents Nicole Foster, 
Sponsorship & Fundraising Chairperson, with a cheque for $900.00 
to offset expenses for hockey programs which include ice fees, 
jerseys, equipment, coaching clinics, safety training clinics, referee 
clinics, insurance and more. Funds raised through the sponsorship 
program help to keep registration fees as low as possible such that 
minor ice hockey remains affordable and accessible. 
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Friday Night Dinner  
November 2019 

 
 

 

The Dinner Team was pleased to host the Ham & Scalloped Potato dinner 
on Friday, November 29, 2019.  
 
We had a really good turn-out and a very enjoyable time was had by all.  
We thank Vicky Taylor, Thelma Kennedy, Jan Broderick, Shelly Hewson 
and Shirley Jacklin for providing the delicious desserts.  
 
The next dinner will be hosted by Garry Winnitoy and his crew on Friday, 
January 31, 2020.  More information to follow. 

 
We hope to see you and your family and friends.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
Robert & Rhonda Harrison 
Dinner Committee 
bnrshow@eastlink.ca 
519-389-4806 

 
 

! ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ  
 

Airhead (er*hed) 
n. What a woman intentionally becomes, when pulled over by a policeman. 
 
Balance the checkbook (bal*ens da chek*buk)  
v. To go to the cash machine and hit "inquire". 
 

Clothes dryer (kloze dri*yer)  
n. An appliance designed to eat socks. 
 
Hair Dresser (hare dres*er) 
n. Someone, who is able to create a style, you will never be able to duplicate again. See also 
"Magician". 
 
Hardware Store (hard*war stor) 
n. Similar to a black hole in space...if he goes in, he isn't coming out anytime soon. 
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PORT ELGIN LEGION BRANCH 340 
 

LEVEE DAY 2020, JAN 1ST. 
 

DOORS OPEN 1PM ς LIVE MUSIC 2PM 
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