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Inside this issue you will find.... what is happening this month... Committee Reports.... general information and
a wee bit of humor too. We welcome your articles and will be more than glad to insert them in future issues.
Thanks to those who have submitted in the past. Anyone wishing to contribute to the Branch Line, please
submit your articles to Branch340newsletter@gmail.com

The Annual Elections will be held at the April General Meeting on April 3, 2018 at 7:30 pm. It is imperative
that you as members consider holding a position on the Executive Committee. We need you to continue the
good work that our Branch has been fortunate to accomplish.

As members please attend the General Meetings which are held on the 1* Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
(July and August are exempt). This is your Branch and the meetings are for your benefit so you will know what
is happening in your Branch.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to you and yours!

All the events happening at the Branch are open to the public so please bring your friends and join in the
camaraderie.

If you no longer wish to receive the Branch Line newsletter, please leave a message at
Branch340newsletter@gmail.com

The Editor
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Leg:on\@ President’s Report LEQIOD\Q

Hello Comrades,

We are heading into March and spring is around the corner. We have been having short spurts of

spring to give us a taste but more is yet to come. While these winter months are slow with many people away
there were a few events happening at our Branch the past month.

February events:

1.

The month started off with Bob and his crew doing a Sunday breakfast on February 4, 2018. The food
was delicious. Although we did not get as many coming out we had hoped to the event was still
successful. Thanks to the many volunteers and those who came out to support this event. Your support
is very much appreciated.
There was a Superbowl Party held on February 4, 2018 with about a dozen people attending the pot
luck event. The football game was very exciting and everyone who came enjoyed themselves. The food
was very good and | am sure no one went home hungry. Thanks Gary for staying late for the party.
We had 1 meat draw in February and the crowd was down. There were a few draws and approximately
30 pieces of meat went out the door that day. Our friends from Arthur showed up to support us which
was nice to see on a February day. Tom and his crew were well prepared though and even donated a
few of their dollars to the cause.
Our Wednesday night Bingo events continued through the month with our number of attending being
down from the previous month. Sharen and her gang were ready to support and did a great job his
month.
We have two sports teams moving on next month. They are:
a. Euchre team of Mary Galliher, Shirley Dadswell, Jim Mahon and George Walker move to District
Competition on March 3"in Walkerton.
b. Cribbage team of Mary Alexander, Sharen Maas, Dana Hastings and Brad Davies move on to the
Provincial Competition in Toronto on March 10",

| hope you have been able to avoid the flu which is rampant in our area. Hope the rest of your winter is happy
and healthy.

“We will remember them”

Yours in Comradeship
President Dan Kelly
Dankelly@bmts.com

519-389-2352

[ & e il
(<N Happy St. Patrick’s Day
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Leglo\nQ RCL Branch 340 Ladies Auxiliary Leglo\n@

Have you been interested in joining the Ladies Auxiliary but don't have enough information to make that
decision? Well here's what we're all about.

e Having Fun! We have such fun in the kitchen, at Conventions, on parade, or hosting a yard and bake
sale.

e Teamwork! Whether it's delivering Meals-on-Wheels or preparing meals for banquets, we rely on each
other and trust each other.

e Dedication! Attending our General Meetings once a month, going to Zone meetings twice a year and
Provincial Conventions every other year.

e Volunteering! Whether you're elected or appointed to a position on the executive of the Auxiliary, it's
all time we devote to fulfill the task.

e Friendship! We share each other's woes, each other’s burdens bear, and often for each other flows the
sympathizing tear.

e Pride! When we wear the uniform; when we carry the flag and when we take part in Legion and public
events. We always take pride in being a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. Serving our Legion and
supporting our Veterans and our community.

e Hard working Women! You bet we are, but we know how to make it fun and share the work load. We
serve the best home cooked meals to our clients.

e Fundraising! Our goal is to donate financially to local charities, organizations and schools, provincial
bursaries, sports and charities, Veterans hospitals, our own Legion Branch 340 and the Cenotaph Fund.

Have we piqued your interest? Do you have any more questions? Would you like to complete an application?
Then speak to one of the Ladies Auxiliary members if you already know one, or ask the bartender for an
application or the Legion office or email me at divinedianell@gmail.com.

Cde Diane Mills, Treasurer

Warning:

1 may be prone to
- ghenanigans and
Malarkey
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Le g:on\@ Bursary Assistance Program Le glon\Q
Legion @

The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command Charitable Foundation
The Royal Canadian Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary, Ontario Command

Bursary Assistance Program

OPENTO:

Ex-Service or Currently serving personnel of the Canadian Forces (Regular, Reserve & Merchant Navy);
Commonwealth War Veterans children & grandchildren

Ordinary/Life & Ladies’ Auxiliary Members of The Legion children & grandchildren
Associate Members’ children only

PROGRAM OPENS EVERY SEPTEMBER & CLOSES THE LAST FRIDAY OF MARCH IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR.
Download the application form on.Legion.ca
1-888-207-0939 bursary@on.Legion.ca

Supporting Documentation Required:

e OSAP Documentation

e Proof of Service & Relationship (Discharge Certificate or Record of Service)
e Branch / Ladies’ Auxiliary Endorsement

e School Endorsement

Eligible students can apply for 5 years provided the same course of study is taken.
A new application must be submitted each year.

Applications MUST be submitted to Ontario Command

The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command
89 Industrial Parkway North
Aurora, Ontario L4G 4C4
1-888-207-0939

If you need any help with the paperwork please feel free to contact me.

Cde Robert Harrison
Bursary Chairman
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

519-389-4806

Which country’s capital is the fastest growing?............... Ireland’s.
Every year it’s Dublin.
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Legio\nQ Hall Rental Legio\nQ

Rental of our spacious, air conditioned hall with its beautiful hardwood floor, ideal for dancing is available for
both public and private use. We can cater for a wide variety of uses including meetings, anniversaries,
weddings, birthdays, Stag & Does, etc.

Our facility includes a wheelchair accessible washroom and a baby change station and is conveniently located
in the building for access by both males and females.

Our hall rates vary for each occasion and Legion Bar Staff is provided by the Branch.

In certain circumstances, use of the kitchen is offered at $50 per occasion. The Ladies Auxiliary is available to
cater selected menus to your event.

Special consideration is given to the fee schedule when renting to non-profit organizations.

Please contact Norma Dudgeon at the Legion phone number (519) 389-9917 or email: Branch340@eastlink.ca

Legio\n@ Honours & Awards Legio\n@

Recognizing valued members for their contributions at our Legion is an important part of the Honours &
Awards Chair.

When you nominate volunteer members, based on their efforts of ensuring our Branch functions continue, we
build strong and continuous relationships, and we build a stronger Branch.

If you know anyone whom you feel should be shown appreciation, please contact me with this members
particulars and confidentially the H&A Committee will evaluate the nomination.

Cde Blair Eby

Honours & Awards Chair
bizebys@gmail.com
519-832-3133

for
for

BE KIN

FIGHTING

aHARD BATTLE
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LEQIO\DQ Hospital & Visitation Leglo\nQ

Cards and some visitations happen on a regular basis. Cards are left at the bar for you to sign. We are all
Branch #340 Legion family and regardless of 'knowing' the person, please sign your name.

Please let me know if one of our Legion or Ladies Auxiliary members is under the weather or hospitalized.
Typically the Barbershop knows these things however please send me a quick message so | can see to the
needs of one of our Legion family.

Cde Elizabeth Eby

Branch Visitation/Hospital Chairman
Bizebys@gmail.com

519-832-3133 Home

Legto\n@ Leadership Development LEQIO\"Q

Comrades, this month we are talking about homeless Veterans. Homeless Veterans are very much an issue
that we as Canadians need to tackle. There are still too many of our brave Veterans without a place to live.
The Royal Canadian Legion has many initiatives we are undertaking to tackle this problem. Please read below
and get informed.

Homeless Veterans

The Royal Canadian Legion is committed to helping Veterans and their families in need find homes. There are
national and provincial programs that offer financial assistance and support for homeless Veterans and those
at-risk of homelessness.

How we can help

Trained Legion Command Service Officers can assist with the following:

Finding suitable accommodation: Legion Provincial

Commands work closely with Veterans Affairs Canada,
shelters and community organizations to get Veterans off the
street and into temporary and/or long term accommodations.

Financial assistance: Through the Poppy Fund, housing

support is provided through financial assistance for items
such as first and last month’s rent, rental arrears and
furnishings. In addition, Legion Branches and Commands
across the country support numerous initiatives to help
homeless and near homeless Veterans in their communities.

=" From outreach programs, to working with local organizations

= . — - AN =

and first responders to identify and refer Veterans to the Legion, to supporting housing and food banks,
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Legion members are the 'boots on the ground', helping homeless and near homeless Veterans get the support
they need.

Help is available

If you, or a Veteran or family member you know is homeless or at-risk of homelessness, contact the Legion:

Phone: 613-591-3335 or

Toll-free: 1-877-534-4666
Veteransservices@Legion.ca

Contact a Command Service Officer in your area

The Legion's “Leave the Streets Behind” Program

“Leave the Streets Behind” is the Legion’s national homeless Veterans program that started out of Ontario
Command. The program’s mission is to reach out to homeless Veterans and those at-risk of homelessness and
provide them with immediate financial assistance and support. It also connects them with the social and
community services to establish a long term solution to meet their needs.

While the “Leave the Streets Behind” program is operating in Ontario, British Columbia/Yukon, Alberta/North
West Territories, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia/Nunavut and New Brunswick Commands, supports and services
through the Legion are available for homeless and near-homeless Veterans and their families across the
country.

Partnering to support Veterans

The circumstances that can lead to homelessness can involve many issues, from mental illness, to financial
challenges, to family circumstances, to failures with the system, and much more. In the Veteran community,
homelessness can impact not only the Veteran, but their family as well.

The Legion is actively involved in advocating for supports and solutions for homeless Veterans. It was the
Legion who hosted the first homeless Veterans Forum in 2014, bringing together industry experts,
government representatives, Veterans organizations and community support services together for the first
time. We continue to be fully involved in working to find solutions, coordinating the annual Legion's Veterans
Homelessness Advisory Committee each year to help develop a coordinated approach across all stakeholders
to address the issue.

The Legion works hard to get the word out to Veterans and their families about the help available. Our
homeless Veterans program outreaches to shelters, first responders and organizations within communities to
spread the word about our services and to coordinate supports for Veterans and their families in need. We
also work with organizations such as VETS Canada and Soldiers Helping Soldiers to outreach to Veterans on
the street. Once connected with a Veteran in need, we can provide immediate support and get them
connected to the long-term supports and services they need.

If you, or a Veteran or family member you know is homeless or at-risk of homelessness, contact a Legion
Command Service Officer.

Cde Dan Kelly
Leadership Development Chairman
Dankelly@bmts.com
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LEQIO\"Q Membership Matters Leglo\nQ

Our membership continues to grow. It is nice to see new people coming in to our Branch. Since the start of
2017 we have 28 new members join our Branch. In January 2018 we had 6 new members join.

Of the 28 new members, 10 of them are Afghanistan veterans. They are a good group of men who enjoy
getting together.

On a sad note since the start of 2017, we have lost 9 members who passed away including 3 veterans.

The addition of automating the membership program on to the computer has allowed us to process requests
faster.

Invite your friends to come in and be part of a great organization.
Yours in Membership
Cde Dan Kelly

Membership Chairman
Dankelly@bmts.com

Last Post

Eric McLeod — Affiliate

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD,
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN,
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Cutting the Grass

Michael O'Leary was waiting at the bus stop with his
friend, Paddy Maguire, when a lorry went by loaded
up with rolls of turf.

O'Leary opined, 'I'm gonna do that when | win de
lottery, Maguire.'

g/ 'What's that, Michael?' responds his mate. 'Send me

Rl e et -

» = % -— et & -
PRI N i whum 2 "1 lawn away to be cut,' concludes O'Leary

Page 9 of 18


mailto:Dankelly@bmts.com

Legion roveY Legion

Poppy is a year around endeavour to help our Veterans at home and abroad in their time of need.
The needs of our Veterans are not limited to October/November when we have our Poppy Fund Drive. We
appreciate any donations made throughout the year. Each year we have Veterans and projects that need

assistance.

We look forward to seeing every one of you, our members and friends, participating in events over upcoming
year as we continue to strive to assist and comfort our Veterans who have served us so well!

Lest We Forget
In Comradeship,
Cde Alex Taylor

Poppy Chairman
Home -519-389-2616

Le gm\n@ Sergeant-at-Arms Le glo\nQ

To clarify that when there is a Legion funeral service for a fallen Comrade it should be noted that members do
not have to wear a Legion uniform when laying a poppy or maple leaf. All members are welcome to
participate.

Cde Robert Harrison
Sergeant-at-Arms
bnrshow@eastlink.ca
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Legion\@ Ways & Means Report LEQIOD\Q

Ways and Means continue to be part of the mainstay for our Branch. February is traditional a slow month with
many people going south to get away from our winter’s snow. Our Ways and Means support staff continue to
bring people into the Legion by providing events that people can be part of.

Our team of volunteers continued to work along this month though. Activities completed last month are:

1. A breakfast program was provided on February 4™, Attendance was less than expected however
everyone that attended was given a delicious meal.

2. Thursday Night Euchre continued with many people coming in to participate.

3. Saturday Afternoon Euchre has the same effect as the Thursday night with a continuous support of
many people.

4. Bingo continues weekly. Our average has been down this month but we continue to provide a
strong program. Thanks to all that take part.

5. There was 1 meat draw this month. Attendance was down but all enjoyed the afternoon.

This month we will continue with these events.

Please remember that our elections will be held in early April. Please consider supporting our Branch by
stepping forward and becoming part of the executive. All positions will be up for grabs.

Let’s keep our Branch active.
Cde Dan Kelly

Ways and Means Chair
dankelly@bmts.com

™ . = .
%’ Funniest Irish One-liners %
S S

e 'What's wrong with Murphy?' asked Father Green. 'l don't know, Father. Yesterday he swallowed a
spoon and he hasn't stirred since,' said Mrs. Murphy.

e 'How far is it to the next village?' asked the Canadian tourist. 'It's about seven miles,' guessed the
farmer. 'But it's only five if you run!’

¢ 'I'm the unluckiest person in the whole world,' moaned Betty McGrath. 'l bought a non-stick pan and
can't get the label off.’

e 'I'd like some nails', Mick requested of the travelling tinker. '"How long would you like them?' asked the
man. 'Forever, if that's all right with you,' said Mick.

e '| was going to give him a nasty look but he already had one
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. Youth Education — Branch Public Speaking \Q
LEQIO\DQ Sunday, February 18 Leglon

Port Elgin RCL 340 hosted the Branch Public Speaking Competition on Sunday, February 18, 2018. Pictured are
the 1%, 2" and 3" Place winners in their respective categories. The 1% Place winners in each category will
move on to the Zone Level competition on Sunday, March 4™ at Port Elgin Branch.

Thank you to the volunteers who assisted and we congratulate all our entrants and good luck to those who
will be competing at Zone level.

Cde Stacey Hobson
Youth Education Chairman
hobson@eastlink.ca

Primary Level — Grades 1-3 Junior Level — Grades 4-6
L-R Ava D, 3", Mya D, 1°%; Emma R, 2" L-R Chelby M, 1%%; MacKenzie W, 3"; Olivia H, 2"

Intermediate Level — Grades 7-9 Senior Level — Grades 10-12
L-R Sarah E, 1%'; Evrim D, 3™, Darrogh B, 2. L-R Emma S, 1%; Cydney M, 2™
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. Branch 340 Fundraiser \Q
LEQIO\"Q Legion Breakfast — February 4 Leg’on
Branch 340 hosted its first Legion Breakfast on Sunday, February 4™, | would like to say thank you to the

volunteers who helped at the event and to those who supported and had a delicious breakfast. For our first
endeavour we had approximately 70 attend the event.

The proceeds from this event will be divided among the 4 schools in Saugeen Shores and will aid them in
purchasing supplies for their breakfast nutrition programs.

Cde Robert Harrison
bnrshow@eastlink.ca

Leglo\nQ Zone C-4 Elimination Draw

Tickets are being sold in the Club Room at Branch. Please support our Zone Fundraiser.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BR. # 383 TARA LA
The Elimination Draw will be held on April 7, 2018. The total prizes awarded
are $3,200.00. The cost of the tickets is $10.00 with only 500 tickets sold.
(Schedule dependent on number of tickets sold).

st $100.00 150th  $50.00  300th $50.00 4501  $50.00
25th- $50.00 175k  $50.00 325t $50.00 475t $50.00
50th  $50.00 200 $50.00  350th $50.00  498th $150.00 .4 .
75t $50.00  225th  $50.00 375tk $50.00  499th $500.00 &

100th  $50.00 250th  $50.00 400t $50.00 500th $1500.00
125th  $50.00 275th  $50.00 425t  $50.00

Ticket #225 Lic#M765163

Apr. 7, 2018, at 6:00 PM

Ticket #225 Lic#M765163
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Irish Family Tradition

Paddy had long heard the stories of an amazing family tradition. It seems that his father, grandfather and
great-grandfather had all been able to walk on water on their 18th birthday. On that special day, they'd each
walked across the lake to the pub on the far side for their first legal drink.

So when Paddy's 18th birthday came around, he and his pal Mick, took a boat out to the middle of the lake,
Paddy, stepped out of the boat ....and nearly drowned! Mick just barely managed to pull him to safety.

Furious and confused, Paddy went to see his grandmother .. "Grandma," he asked, "Tis me 18th birthday, so
why can't | walk across the lake like me father, his father and his father before him?"

Granny looked deeply into Paddy's, troubled blue eyes and said, "Because ye father, ye grandfather and ye
great-grandfather were all born in December, when the lake is frozen, and ye were born in August, ya
bloomin’ idiot!"

LEQIOH\Q Dominion Command — Media Release LEQIOD\Q
February 6, 2018
Legion responds to Prime Minister’s Comments at Edmonton Town Hall:

While there have been and always will be financial considerations, we firmly believe that meeting our
Veterans’ needs is fundamental to our foundation and freedom.

In a Town Hall recently in Edmonton, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau angered many in the Veteran community
when he responded that the Canadian government is still fighting ‘certain Veterans groups’ in court because
“they are asking for more than we are able to give right now.”

These sorts of words are extremely insensitive to Canada’s Veterans and reinforce a message that the
government does not have an obligation to take care of Canada’s ill and injured Veterans - and that Canada
cannot afford it. Why then, do we continue to send our forces into harm’s way if we are not willing to - or
cannot - help them adequately upon return? This is inexcusable.

In the Town Hall, the Prime Minister said the revised New Veterans Charter — or Pension for Life plan - goes
beyond what was offered in the Pension Act, and offers services, rehabilitation and supports to improve
quality of life for the Veteran and their families and caregivers. He also clarified that the government “cannot
return to the amount of money that was given before (through the Pension Act) without accounting for the
money invested (in the New Veterans Charter) in services for Veterans.”

The government’s plan for a tax-free pain and suffering award for Veterans is promising, but based on the
limited details of the plan released to date, the Royal Canadian Legion strongly believes there are still areas for
improvement. The plan must include definitive financial support, along with compensation in the form of
services and benefits — which together would equal what was offered in the original Pension Act. In addition,
the most seriously ill and injured Veterans who cannot generate a comparable income, must receive lifelong
financial security.
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The Royal Canadian Legion is hearing from Veterans who want and need better communication and direction
in terms of what the future actually holds for them under this new plan. The Legion has long advocated for
care, benefits and lifelong financial security for ill and injured Veterans. It is well past time for this government
to be very clear with all Canadians about its plans to meet our Veterans' needs, permanently.

While there have been and always will be financial considerations, we firmly believe that meeting our
Veterans’ needs is fundamental to our foundation and freedom. When asked to risk their lives and futures, our
Veterans do so without hesitation. In return for their sacrifices, we must support them without hesitation and
not use money as the main excuse for gaps in their care and benefits.

We reiterate that the whole of government must, without reserve, reaffirm its social contract and honour its
obligation to provide for the men and women who are injured in the service of Canada.

: Royal Canadian Legion — Ontario Command .
L l\@ 2 . 2 Legi
egion Military Service Recognition Book egion
Ontario Command is very pleased and proud to publish the Military Service Recognition Book. A book that will

assist us in identifying and recognizing many of our Veterans within the Province of Ontario, while at the same
time assist us in our job as the “Keepers of Remembrance”.

We invite Legion members and the general public to visit their local Legion Branch to obtain more information
regarding this Remembrance program and more importantly, to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. We
cannot expect those who have served or are still serving to write their own stories for publication. So we are
asking members of The Legion and the general public to accept the responsibility and fulfil our mandate to do
this on their behalf.

This annual publication will help identify and recognize many of the Veterans of Ontario who served their
country extremely well. As “Keepers of Remembrance”, the Royal Canadian Legion strives to perpetuate the
sacrifices that our soldiers and their families sacrificed for our freedom. This Military Service Recognition Book
will serve as a reminder for generations to come, of the contributions made towards the creation of our nation
and the continuance of Canada as a protector of freedom.

Although this program is all about Remembrance and the history of our Veterans, funds will be raised for the
Legion through a telephone appeal to the general public and businesses through advertising sales for the
book. The book publisher, Fenety Marketing, is currently conducting a Telephone Appeal on our behalf to
private citizens and the business community throughout the Province of Ontario.

The funds raised through the program will assist and support many Legion initiatives and to assist Branches to
remain a viable partner in their communities.
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We invite you to submit stories of Veterans who have touched your life through your local Legion Branch.
Recognition for our Veterans both past and present should be very important to us all. Please show your
support to our Veterans.

~ Military Service Recognition Book Committee

Cde Mike Atkinson
MFRB Chairman

Port Elgin Legion Branch 340
630 Green Street

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
and ELECTIONS
Tuesday, April 3, 2018
at 7:30 pm

Mark your calendar and plan to attend to vote for
your incoming Executive for the 2018-2019 term.

The Nomination Board will be located in the Club
Room; please consider becoming a member of
the Executive.

Please be prepared to show your 2018
Membership Card at the door, or receipt of paid
membership.

All members are encouraged to attend.

Thanking you for your consideration.

Mike Atkinson
Elections Chairman
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; Port Elgin Legion Branch 340 :
: g\, 630 Green Street 519-389-9917 : g\,
cliff Seaman Memorial
L1 L]
Chili Cook-off
e /‘I\\.‘ /_/\
\. /

"~ 1st,2nd, "}
& 3rd
Place
= Winners g=

Event is open to the Public
Please sign-up in advance at the Bar

Saturday Events include:
Meat Raffle at 4:00 pm
Chili Deals will be available after the Judging

Participants please deliver your Entry by 1:00 pm
Proceeds will be donated to the Oncology Unit—GBRHS
More Information contact:

Brenda Collins
519-832-5424
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Legion

March 2018

Legion
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SPEAKING 1:30 PM PO
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%. MEETING \ }Q/
7:30 PM )
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& Please join us for our various events «&

& Event Times and Dates Subject to Change «

Page 18 of 18




